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Dr. Chesser collects samples in the exclusion zone
around Chernobyl in the former Soviet Union.

By Patricia J. West

AN EXPLOSION AT A NUCLEAR PLANT IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION HAS
LEFT THE STREETS OF CHERNOBYL AND PRIPY AT DESOLA TE. WILDLIFE,
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rq,, LEARN

WHY THE ANIMALS HA VE

n explosion at the Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Complex in April of
1986 and the resulting radiation
killed dozens of Soviet citizens, displaced thousands of others and
showered much of Europe with radioactive fallout. The once bustling
cities of Pripyat and Chernobyl look like ghost
towns; their empty buildings and deserted streets
serve as reminders of prosperous days gone by.
And yet there is life-lots of life. Plants, fish,
frogs, birds, snakes and field mice inhabit areas
surrounding the reactors, including the canals out·
side the now-famous reactor number four.
Dr. Ronald K. Chesser (M.S. '76) of the Univer·
sity of Georgia's Savannah River Ecology Laboratory wants to know how wildlife has survived in
the presence of such high radiation levels. By
conducting research on animals that live in the
exclusion zone around Chernobyl, Dr. Chesser hopes
to determine their secret.
"You walk into areas completely devastated by
radiation and you have fish [swimming] and
frogs jumping around and you ask yourself,
Chernobyl's reactor number four. (Photo by Dr. Ronald K. Chesser)
'How do they function under these circumstances?"' Dr. Chesser says. Though he and his
colleagues don protective clothing when in these
areas, the animals in Chernobyl are living their

df

~

,.~ .
# Is

/

:

.:

entire life cycles being bombarded by radiation.
Since 1992 Dr. Chesser and other University of
Georgia researchers have been working with scientists and officials from Ukraine to determine the
biological effects of the Chernobyl disaster. Dr.
Chesser's group were the first independent western scientists to be given full access to areas surrounding the reactor site. Here, behind the fences
and barricades that guard entry into the contaminated area, they have been able to get a firsthand
look at the effects of chronic radiation on wildlife.
This is not the first time Dr. Chesser has studied
humans' impact on wildlife. As a graduate student
at The University of Memphis (then Memphis
State), he studied the effects of noise on field mice
living around the Memphis International Airport.
Some of his recent research has focused on a
different kind of pressure-that caused by radiation and other environmental contaminants. Dr.
Chesser, senior ecologist and head of the Savannah River Ecology Laboratory's Division of Wildlife Ecology and Toxicology, studies the effects of
low-level radiation exposure on organisms living
on the Department of Energy's Savannah River
Site (SRS), a defense facility in Aiken, S.C. But
unlike his research areas in the former Soviet
Union, SRS is home to animals that have been
exposed to relatively minute doses of radiation.
Dr. Chesser became interested in Chernobyl because it offers a way to study organisms exposed
to varying levels of radiation.
To characterize the effects of contamination,
Dr. Chesser collected representative animals and
plants from many areas and assessed how much
genetic damage the animals had incurred. Genetic
damage-destruction of an organism's DNA-is a
good indicator of an organism's health. Although
genetic damage does not necessarily reveal itself
in physical mutations, long-term implications
may be severe for organisms and their offspring.
Dr. Chesser and his colleagues have examined
hundreds of fish, snails, frogs and small mammals
using a technique known as DNA unwinding, which
allows the scientists to determine genetic damage.
Surprisingly, less damage has occurred than expected.
"There are some interesting challenges being
met by nature over there, and the organisms appear to be winning," says Dr. Chesser. "It shows
how resilient nature can be in the long run."
Determining which DNA repair mechanisms
are at work in these animals is the next step.
Though DNA has the ability to repair or replace
itself after being damaged, some environmental

contaminants such as heavy metals can inhibit
repair. Understanding how these animals and their
DNA cope may have important implications for
learning how humans can do the same, he says.
Although research interests prompted Dr.
Chesser's involvment at Chernobyl, he cannot ignore the accident's sociological implications. "Even
today, the accident at Chernobyl plays a role in the
mindset of millions of people," he says. Two reactors in the Chernobyl complex are still operational
because of the desperate need for energy, but people
are nervous about them, says Dr. Chesser.
About 135,000 people were moved out of their
homes immediately after the accident. "When they
were evacuated they were told to prepare to be
away from their homes for three days. Three days
have become eight years," says Dr. Chesser, noting
that the 10-kilometer zone surrounding the accident site may not be suitable for human habitation
for hundreds of years.
Looking through photographs he took during his
three trips to Ukraine stirs up emotions for Dr.
Chesser. "It's so quiet there. You feel so alone in
what was once a very modern city of over 50,000
people," he says, holding up a picture of a beautiful
church in the now-deserted city of Pripyat.
Ultimately, scientists want to provide the Ukrainian government with protocols for cleanup of
contamination and ways to maintain area wildlife
and forest resources. Dr. Chesser, who is planning
another trip to the desolate city, would like to see
the government create an environmental park by
leaving the whole area in its original condition.
"It will remind us of what we can do to ourselves,"
he says. "It will also show how resilient nature is."

THE LAY
OF THE

By Les Seago

J
The mood around Chernobyl after the accident is
evident in an abandoned schoolhouse in Pripyat. This
photograph of Vladimir Lenin was removed from a
wall in the school and a stake was driven through it.
(Photo by Dr. Ronald K. Chesser)
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eff Gentsch (B.A. '92) peers across the cannon barrel and
wonders how the Battle of Shiloh would have ended had
Confederate generals known about the creek hidden in the
thicket across the road.
"This was one of the few times the Confederate artillery was
concentrated in one spot," The University of Memphis graduate
student says as he stands atop a knoll near the old Shiloh Methodist Church and recreates that rainy morning of April 6, 1862.
"They couldn't follow the infantry because of the woods and the
sharp changes in elevation. But the Federal artillery up on that
ridge could fire on the Confederates as they attacked.
"It might have been a different story if the Confederates had been
able to attack with their own artillery to support them," says
Gentsch, who is pursuing a master's degree in geography.

Military historians generally agree that
the Confederate Army, commanded by Gen.
Albert Sidney Johnston, won the first day's
battle, driving Federal troops under Gen .
Ulysses S. Grant back to the Tennessee River
landing. The following day, Grant, reinforced
by Gen. Don Carlos Euell's divisions, chased the
Southerners back to their camps near Corinth,
Miss.
The battle cost more than 24,000 lives, including
Johnston's, and cemented Grant's reputation as
the North's leading general.
During the past two years, Gentsch has
studied the great clash at the old Shiloh church
from the viewpoint of both military historian
and geographer. For his master's thesis, he is
writing a detailed analysis of the battle, considering both military tactics and geographical
features.
A copy of Gentsch's thesis will become part of
the Shiloh National Military Park archives.
It's a task of love for Gentsch, who feels that
military histories frequently tell only part of the
story when analyzing a battle.

"Geography is ignored by many historians,"
he says. ''You can always tell a historian who
has actually walked around a battlefield instead
of just looked at a map. A historian who has
been on the field will unconsciously include
geographical details that affected how the battle
turned out. Someone who hasn't been there is
more likely to write something that's very
dry-it leaves you wanting more details."
Gentsch has spent hundreds of hours walking
around Shiloh, studying each unit's movements
and examining the terrain. He has filled three
large notebooks with observations and historical
citations.
"The federal units were scattered all around
here," says Gentsch, as he stands on the west
bank of the Tennessee River near Pittsburg Landing. "Drill space and fresh water were the key
considerations for camps." .
Walking through some woods and across an
open field toward a federal artillery battery near
the crest of a hill, Gentsch points to where the
startled Northern troops put up a spirited defense.
"The Shiloh Branch (creek) down there

Now the peaceful
grounds of Shiloh
National Military Park_
feature statues,
memorials and
beautifully manicured
lawns. But the terrain
was rugged and wild in
April of 1862. Gentsch
says military training
should emphasize ways
in which such
geographical featu res
can affect modern
conflicts. (Photo by
Terry L. Weaver)

logjammed the Confederate infantry," he says.
"They couldn't get across this low, swampy ground,
and they had to attack piecemeal."
A Yankee artillery unit and an infantry regiment subsequently massacred the Southern companies.
"They had an excellent view of the Southern
troops attacking up the hill," Gentsch says. "This
position didn't fall until the Confederates
flanked it."
Dense woods, rolling hills and a network of
ravines and creeks across the battlefield made it
difficult for the attacking forces to move forward
together. Horse-drawn artillery pieces and their

Gentsch has
filled three large
notebooks with
observations and
historical
citations. (Photo
by Les Seago)
Silent cannons near the Manse George Cabin are reminders of the bloody clash in which geography played a
pivotal role. U of M alumnus J eff Gentsch has spent hundreds of hours at Shiloh National Military Park,
studying each unit's movements and examining the terrain. "Geography is ignored by many historians," says
Gentsch, who is pursuing a master's degree at the University. (Photo by Terry L . Weaver)
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ammunition carts were bogged down in the
swamps, and cavalry units were unable to attack
in force through the woods.
Gentsch argues that if Johnston and his successor, Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard, had been more
aware of the terrain around Shiloh, they might
have fought the battle differently. Instead of
going to the front and trying to lead by example,
Johnston might have remained in the rear,
exercising greater tactical control over his army,
Gentsch says. That could have saved Johnston's
life and changed the battle's outcome.
Military leaders traditionally have been taugh t
to take advantage of terrain features such as high
ground for defensive positions or dense woods t o
screen troop movements. But Gentsch contends
that even today, young officers go into the field
lacking an appreciation of military geography.
Knowing the lay of the land is not enough, says
Gentsch. He believes military schools should
emphasize the application of geography to
military tactics. Students must be provided with
information from maps, satellite imagery and
other sources and taught how to apply that information in the field.
"To learn how to apply it would involve a study
of military, historical geography," he says. "This
method demonstrates how geography has affected the outcome of historic battles such as
Shiloh, and teaches them how to apply those
lessons to modern conflicts."
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The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991
left millions of people suddenly
responsible for their governments.
When the conversion to democracy
posed a monumental challenge for
Moldovans, the ABA called in one
University of Memphis law professor
to share his expertise.

By Les Seago
an Murrell knew where
Moldova was located when
the American Bar Association (ABA) asked him to
help the newly independent
Eastern European nation
reorganize its government.
But when The University
of Memphis law professor
called a travel agent for assistance in reaching the Moldovan capital of
Chisinau, he got this response:
"Moldova? Where th' - - is that?" It took the
travel agent three days to locate the country and
devise a way to
transport Murrell and his wife,
Dr.
Patricia
Murrell, to Moldova.
"It was an interesting trip,"
says Murrell, a
professor at the
University's
Cecil C. Humphreys School of

,f
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Law since 1970. ''We arrived
in the middle of the day,
and by 2 o'clock I was
working. They didn't let
me have a lot of time to
settle in."
Murrell was assigned
by the ABA's Central
and East European Law
Initiative to assist the
citizens of the forme Moldavian Soviet Socialist
Republic in the m assive
task of adjusting to independence.
Moldova, a nation of more than
4 million people, is located between
Romania and Ukraine. An independent nation until the 16th century, it was
ruled first by the Ottoman Turks and later by
the Russians. Moldova regained its independence
with the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development, the ABA project sends
lawyers, judges a nd law professors to former
Soviet republics to assist in the transition from
captive nation to independence. Murrell says
participants are reimbursed for some expenses
but are paid no salary.
Dan Murrell, profes[ior at the Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law, helped Moldovan government
officials streamline their constitution. (Photo by
Tom Wofford)

"When a country asks
for help, we do what we
can to fill their need,"
says Murrell. "While
these newly independent
countries have had local
governments and laws,
everything came down
from Moscow. They had
no experience in really
running a government."
Murrell worked with
government officials, including the vice minister of
justice and the chief justice of
the Moldovan Supreme Court.
He also met with prosecutors,
judges and members of the nation's
parliament and local bar association.
"Barblat (chief justice of the Supreme
Court) put his hand on my shoulder and said,
'We thank you for coming. You (the United States)
are our last hope ,"' Murrell recalls. "He said, 'We
can feed ourselves, but what we need are people
to come show us how to be a democracy and make
it work."'
One of the major tasks the law professor faced
was helping streamline the Moldovan constitution.
"The constitution was basically the one that
had been written in Moscow," Murrell says.
"They have taken the old constitution as a
chassis and reformed it. They didn't downsize it
enough, though."

Dr. Patricia Murrell shops for food in a farmers
market in Chisinau. During her stay in Moldova, Dr.
Murrell, director of the University of Memphis' Center
for the Study of Higher Education, also helped plan
workshops for lawyers and government officials. (Photo
by Dan Murrell)

Part of the reorganization involved reducing
the non-professional parliament from more than
300 members with little more than rubber-stamp
authority to 101 professional legislators with
the power to make their own decisions.
Developing effective legislative processes is a
critical issue facing the new Moldovan parliament, says Murrell. Because the country's elected
officials have no experience creating laws, Murrell evaluated the need for training leaders to
draft legislation. This assessment laid the
foundation for workshops to be held in all the
newly independent states of Central and Eastern
Europe.
A specialist in criminal as well as constitutional law, Murrell worked with Moldovan
Ministry of Justice officials and parliamentary
deputies on criminal law reform. He provided assistance in areas such as bribery and corruption,
economic crimes and organized crime.
"We worked on some of their ethics laws, a
criminal code and election laws," says Murrell,
noting that Ministry officials were particularly
interested in U.S. law enforcement.
Dr. Patricia Murrell, director of the University's Center for the Study of Higher Education,
assisted in planning workshops for lawyers and
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government officials to discuss the adoption of
democratic government. In a country where
citizens are accustomed to relying on external
authority, Dr. Murrell exercised her skills in
teaching independent thinking and complex
reasoning abilities.
"It was a matter of helping them get where
they wanted to go," says Dr. Murrell, whose
areas of expertise extend to judicial education.
"One of the things they wanted was a workshop
on how to write legislation. They are used to
having orders come from Moscow."
When not working with Moldovan government and judicial officials, the Murrells were
trying to adapt to life without many of the comforts Americans take for granted. They rented a
sixth-floor apartment in a building with no elevator. Other modern amenities were lacking as
well: electric power was sporadic, hot water was
nonexistent and most government buildings were
not heated.
"Just living takes a lot of time because
-..._

I Black

I Sea
Covering 13,000 square miles, Moldova is entirely
landlocked. Its capital and largest city is Chisinau,
where the Murrells lived. One of the first Soviet
republics to condemn the 1991 attempted Moscow coup,
Moldova declared its independence on Aug. 27 of that
year. The United States recognized the country's
independence and gave it most-favored nation trading
status in 1992. (Map courtesy of the CIA)
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Since many houses in the Ukraine countryside lack
running water, families often rely upon wells for their
water source. Well covers such as the one pictured
above reflect the local architecture, culture and
religious beliefs. Constructed of tin, this well cover is
adorned with a cross and intricate cutwork. (Photo by
Dan Murrell)

stores don't have a lot of things to sell," says
Murrell. ''You go shopping early and buy what
you can. I didn't know you could fix potatoes and
cabbage so many ways."
Shortly after arriving in Moldova, the Murrells
learned they were being followed by the Moldovan
secret police.
"I asked why we were being followed, and
they told me that they had always followed
foreigners and nobody had told them to stop,"
Murrell says.
After the Murrells returned to Memphis, a
Moldovan delegation visited the law school to
continue their education in democracy and returned home with a supply of law books contributed by Murrell and his friends .
"They have a shortage of books," Murrell
says. "Their whole library in the law school is on
one wall of one room ."
Murrell says he and his wife continue to correspond with friends they made during their stay in
Chisinau. While he does not relish the prospect of
enduring more of Moldova's sub-zero temperatures , Murrell admits he is interested in returning
to Eastern Europe .
"We will go back if we a re invited," says Murrell. "Moldova has made more progress towa rd
independence than most of the other newly
independent states. But they've got a long way
to go."

Dodger s; they played for the Memphis Red Sox,
a team in the American N egro League. Even
though the Red Sox usually enjoyed better attendance figures than the Memphis Chicks, the allblack t eam was r ar ely m entioned in local sports
pages.
An exhibit n ext month at the University,
"Mor e than Just Baseball: Memphis and the
Negro Leagues," may help r ectify the years of
neglect the players endured. Sponsored by the
College of Arts and Sciences, the event is the brain
child of Dr. John Ha ddock, interim dean of the
college. Graduate student Kurt McBee is helping
with r esearch while Dr. Calvin Allen, an assistant
professor of hist ory, will serve as curator.
A featured pa rt of the exhibition will be a team
documen tary direct ed by award-winning filmmaker Steven J . Ross, an associate professor of
theat er and communication arts . Media specialist
Thom as Dean a nd graduate students McBee and
Dean McCondichie are a ssisting Ross.
The film is m ore than a nostalgic look at the
players, Ross says.
"It's not just about baseball," he explains. "We
want t o sh ow how they dealt with the indignities of
segregation and how they triumphed over that."

The genesis of the project dates back to 1992
when Dr. Haddock met former Red Sox player
Joe B. Scott at a sports memorabilia show. A few
weeks later Dr. Haddock met Mathis and Carter
at another event.
"I just really enjoyed talking to them," says
Dr. Haddock, an avid fan of baseball history.
"They are walking historians and they're a lot
of fun to be around. I had the idea of having a
reception for them the following year during
Black History Month."
The February 1993 reception was such a success that Dr. Haddock and McBee eventually
began planning an exhibit to honor the players.
After meeting Carter, Mathis, Pearson and
Scott, Ross agreed to shoot a documentary to be
shown in conjunction with the exhibit. The filmmaker says his inspiration for completing the
project increased after Carter's death in December
of 1993.
"Haddock and I went to visit Marlin in the
hospital and he was in good shape," Ross says. "I
realized how much I wanted to get him in front of
the camera. A few days later he was dead.
"We felt so bad about the opportunity we had
missed to preserve for the world what Marlin

(Above) Posing for a R ed Sox photo in 1949 were (front row, left to right): Ernest "Spoon" Carter; Larry Brown,
Lionel Hampton, band leader; Sac Morgan; B ob "The Rope" B oyd; Clinton "Casey" Jones; and "Big" George, road
manager for L ionel Hampton B and; (back row, left to right) Clyde Martin; Cowan "Bubba" Hyde; Verdell "Lefty"
Ma this; Neil R obinson; Olanda Verona; Willie Wells Jr.; J ohnnie Cowan; Willie "Devil" Wells Sr.; Harry Barnes;
Joe B. Scott; and Felix "Chin" E vans.

Carter had to offer."
Regarded as one ofbaseball's greatest pitchers,
Verdell Mathis is enjoying the t eam's n ewfound
fame.
"They have found so much stuff on us-stuff that
we had almost forgotten about," he says. "We are
tickled to death because we didn't get any of this
back then. It's been long overdue."
Mathis, who played for the Red Sox from 1940 to
1954, fondly remembers the team's hectic travel Attending a University of Memphis basketball game are (from
left) former Red S ox players William 0 . Little, Verdell Mathis,
schedule.
J oe B. S cott and Frank Pearson. (Photo by Mike Murray)
The club usually played home games on the
weekends, with the highlight being the Sunday
doubleheader. Mathis says they often rode a bus
"I cherished that picture because I wanted to be
to small Southern cities to play against other a guy like him," Mathis says. "I wanted to play
baseball like he did."
traveling teams during the week.
Little did Mathis know that one day he would
"We'd go from here to Greenville, Miss., and
play that night," he says. "There might be one pitch against his hero on "Satchel P aige Day" at
rooming house down there and it might hold 15 Chicago's Wrigley Field with 30,000 fans wat chpeople. We'd rush to beat the other team because ing.
the first team there got the rooms ."
"I downed him 3-2 on his day," Mathis says
Finding a good meal on the road was no easy task proudly. "That was my greatest game."
The Negro leagues suffered a blow in 1947
either, Mathis says.
"Being black, we had very few restaurants when the Brooklyn Dodgers signed Jackie Robwe could go to and get a full-course meal," inson and broke the tacit rule that prevented
Mathis says. "We couldn't eat at all with the blacks from playing in the major leagues.
whites. Sometimes we could go to the back and
Fan interest in the Negro Leagues declined
get something to take out."
drastically when other black players, including
The home games, which were held at Martin Paige and some Red Sox team members, followed
Stadium in downtown Memphis, were social Robinson to the majors. The Negro National League
events for the black community. The Martin disbanded in 1948, while the American League
brothers-two doctors, a dentist and a pharma- teams slowly disappeared until only one all-black
cist-owned the ballpark as well as the team. The club r emained in 1968. The Red Sox lasted until
stadium was the only major black-owned facility 1960.
in the country in the '40s and '50s.
Negro League players whose careers were
Although fans were predominantly black, a ended by Robinson's admission to the major
limited number of whites sat in a designated sec- leagues were not bitter, Mathis says.
tion.
"There weren't any black ballplayers upset
"Most of the white fans we've talked to have said about that," he says. "We all wanted somebody,
the Red Sox games had more energy than the anybody, whoever it may be, to go to the majors."
Chicks' games," Dr. Haddock says.
One former Red Sox player-Charley PrideNational interest in the leagues peaked in the went on to achieve fame in country music. But
early '40s. All-Star games at Chicago's Comiskey most players had to be content with limited sucPark during that time drew more than 40,000 cess.
people.
The exhibit is important because it honors playMathis was the winning pitcher in the 1944 and ers who never went on to achieve major league
1945 All-Star games ; however, he says the most glory, Dr. Haddock says.
memorable games were against his idol, Satchel
"It's recognition that the players deserve," he
Paige.
says.
When Mathis was a teenager he cut Paige's
Scheduled to open Sept. 17 at The University
picture out of the newspaper and kept it as a of Memphis Art Museum, the exhibit will
reminder that a black man could make it as a feature personal appearances by former Red Sox
ballplayer.
players Sept. 22-24.

(Previous page) Verdell "Lefty" Mathis was the pitcher for the Memphis Red S ox.
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By Elizabeth W. Marshburn

Dr.Ralph
Faudree won the
$15,000 Eminent
FacultyAward '
from the Board
of Visitors at the
1994 Faculty
Convocation.
The award
recognizes a
faculty member
whose research,
teaching and
service have
brought honor to
the University.
(Photo by Tom
Wofford)

nan age ofhigh-powered super comput- by graphs. Maps are essentially graphs, with points
ers, sophisticated electron microscopes representing cities and lines representing roads
and information superhighways, one connecting those cities. Electronic equipment such
cadre of researchers at The University as VCRs and televisions contain circuit boards,
of Memphis relies on the most complex which can be represented by graphs: the wires, or
and powerful tool of all:
lines, are connected at
the human mind.
certain points.
"Just about all mathGraph theory has nuTheiroffices are not furnished with highematicians need are their
merous applications.
brains," says Dr. Ralph
Suppose a salesman
tech computers or other sophisticated
Faudree, chairman of
must visit several cities
mathematical sciences.
before returning to a
equipment. Discussion and meditation
"We spend a lot of time
main office. The person
thinking and planning
wants to visit all the citand interaction with colleagues serve as
and looking at things in
ies yet minimize travel
fodder for their research. Yet this small
different ways. During
time. Dr. Rousseau says
boring meetings, while
this scenario, known as
group of researchers at The University
others check their
the "traveling salesman"
watches and think of the
problem, is useful to comof Memphis is known to mathematime they're wasting, we
panies like Federal Exlean back and continue
press Corp. By using a
ticians throughout the world.
working."
graph, the most expediDr. Faudree, 1994 winent route can be plotted.
ner of the University's
"Surprisingly enough,"
$15,000 Eminent Faculty Award, is also one of the says Dr. Faudree, "if you started to try to check all
graph theorists who have brought international the possibilities, the number would be so large it's
renown to The U ofM. Other members of this elite not possible even with modern-day computers to
group of researchers are Dr. Cecil Rousseau, Dr. check out all the possibilities. So you need a nice
Richard Schelp and adjunct faculty member Paul procedure or algorithm to tell you which is the best
Erdos, who has published more papers than any way to travel the route."
other living mathematician.
Since members of the University's graph theory
The complicated research of the University's group are involved with basic research, they rarely
graph theory group is based on a simple math- deal with applications of that work. Dr. Faudree
ematical system, says Dr. Faudree. A graph con- says the group's primary interest is the work strucsists of a collection of points and lines that indicate ture of graphs.
relationships. Many common objects are modeled
"We do what outsiders would say is abstract
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mathematics," says Dr. Schelp. "But a problem we
solve may help other researchers in the future.
Abstract mathematics done 100 years ago may
show up all of a sudden and be useful in an engineering problem. Problems don't have to be practical to be interesting."
Ironically, all of the group's full-time professors
were trained in areas other than graph theory.
When they came to the University in the early
1970s, Drs. Schelp and Faudree were involved in
algebraic pursuits, while Dr. Rousseau's expertise
lay in theoretical physics. The men soon discovered
they shared a common interest: in their past research, each had dealt with some aspect of graph
theory. Eventually, all three professors left their
original research areas and moved almost exclusively into graph theory research.
In 1972 the group began its affiliation with Dr.
Paul Erdos, the world's most famous living mathematician. At the age of 81, he continues to visit
the University several times a year to fulfill his
role as an adjunct faculty member. Dr. Erdos, who
has published more than 1,500 papers, also has
formal appointments at universities in Israel
and Hungary. He constantly travels the globe,
collaborating with mathematicians at such institutions as Emory University; University of California, Los Angeles; and AT&T Bell Laboratories.
"It's great for the University," says Dr. Faudree.
"Erdos is a wonderful postman, carrying problems
and ideas from one place to another. He brings
ideas and we talk about them and do problems and
look at theories that might work."
The researchers may soon gain another colleague. Established in 1993, the Jabie Sanford
Hardin III Chair of Excellence in Combinatoric
Mathematics will bring to the University a leader
in the field of combinatorics. Since graph theory
is one subdiscipline of combinatorics, Dr. Faudree
says the chair holder will likely be a person whose
expertise complements graph theory research.
Though the University's graph theory group has
been deemed one of the top groups in the world, the
researchers are hesitant to rank themselves so
highly.
"I think we have a pretty good reputation," says
Dr. Rousseau.
"We do have a very active group," admits Dr.
Faudree.
"Well ... we know a lot of people," says Dr. Schelp.
"Some say we're one of the best," he continues.
"In that sense we're overplayed a little bit. That's
a photo of Erdos up there," he says, pointing to a
poster advertising an international conference.

'

.
'

"They had a meeting at Trinity College, Cambridge, and we were each an invited speaker. It's
nice to be invited someplace like Cambridge. So I
guess people know who we are."
People know, indeed.
Authors of more than 300 papers, Drs. Faudree,
Schelp and Rousseau have all served as managing
editors for the prestigious Journal ofGraph Theory.
Members of the group have been on extended stays
at institutions ranging from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the University of Aberdeen,
Scotland, to Universite Paris-Sud and University
ofTwente, the Netherlands.
Presently, four students at the University are
working on dissertations in graph theory. One
former student traveled from Wuhan, China, to
study with the group.
"When I was at Texas A&M working on my
master's degree, I asked two professors where I
should go to work with a good graph theory group,"
says Anita Burris (Ph.D. '93), who now teaches at
Youngstown State University in Ohio. "The University of Memphis was in the top two on both
professors' lists."
Dr. Faudree says collaboration with students is
an integral part of the research process.
"Our students attend the same seminars we do,"
he says. "We throw out problems for them to work
on and we work on common problems. We spend
time discussing problems with each other.
"Sometimes we use computers, too," says the
professor. Then, pointing to his head, he adds,
"But mainly we try to use this."
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Dr. Albert C. Yates
It took a detour to straighten Albert Yates' educational path. As a high school student in
Memphis, education was a low priority. Now, it's his business.
By Bonnie L. Barrass

W

hen his high
man to see the light.
school IQ test
"Something happened
returned with
between 11th and 12th
an exceptional score,
grade to jog me back
education was the farto my senses," he rethest thing from Dr.
calls. "I met some
AlbertC. Yates'(B.S. '65)
people who took an inmind. Preferring pool
terest in me; they had
halls to classrooms, the
a perspective on living
sophomore-now presiand achieving that I did
dent of Colorado State
not have . My mother
University and chancelplanted the seeds, and
lor of the Colorado State
they taught me how to
University systemdream."
was flunking out.
Setting his sights on
"Then they did an
a college education,
aptitude test, and
Dr. Yates completed
[Albert] turned out to
his deficient requirebe the one genius in
ments and managed to
the school," says Lucy
graduate on schedule,
W. Shaw (B.P.S. '82,
winning a scholarship to
M.B.A. '85), one of Dr. Dr. Yates delivers a commencement address at The
Fisk University.
University of Memphis. (Photo by Mike Murray)
Yates' six siblings.
After a year at Fisk
"The results simply indicated that I had a very and a stint in the Navy, he enrolled as a chemhigh IQ. I think it may have been Lucy's idea to istry major at The University of Memphis (then
call it genius," Dr. Yates says modestly.
Memphis State University).
The test score, coupled with his penchant for
"I felt then and feel now that I got a good
skipping class, caused a number of teachers at education and that the core curriculum was a
Memphis' Booker T. Washington High School to good one," Dr. Yates says. "And I remember a lot of
pay him more attention, says Dr. Yates.
long evenings working in chemistry labora"But at that time, academia wasn't anything I tories."
wanted, to be honest."
Noting her brother's spirited side, Shaw reIt took another chain of events for the young members a slightly different routine: she says he

THE BIRTHOA y BANQUET .-OR PROn'..SSOR ERo0s WILL BE HELD IN TRINITY COLLEGE
ON 25TH MARCH 19U, THE EVE OF fllS BIRTHDAY
THE CONFERENCE IS SUPPORTED BY THE LONOON MATHEMATICAL.SOCIETY, THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUAE MATHEMATICS ANO MATHEMATICAL STATtSTICS, AND TRINITY COllEGE, CAMBRIDGE.
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went out several nights a week and played cards Dr. Yates, the first black to serve as president of
in the student union each day.
a Colorado public research university and chan"Nobody could understand how he graduated cellor of the state's higher education system.
magna cum laude," she says. "He would get up
To this end, Dr. Yates created a community
at about four in the morning and study until relations committee two years ago, which brings
time to go to school." In addition to earning high together city, county and school board officials
honors, Dr. Yates won the Chi Beta Phi award on a monthly basis to discuss the area's probfor the highest chemistry average in his graduat- lems.
ing class.
Dr. Yates is active in a number of local and
Dr. Yates' combination of mischief and aca- statewide organizations, such as COACH (Colodemic prowess gave him legendary status among rado Commission for Achievement in Educafamily members, recalls Shaw, who retired this tion), Colorado 2000, First Interstate Bank of
year as president and chief executive officer of Denver's board of directors and the Advisory
The Regional Medical Center at Memphis.
Committee to the Task Force for the United
"He was so mischievous, and so smart-he States Agency for International Development. He
was like this beacon of light, because he was so is also a member of the American Council on
gifted," she says.
Education Advisory Commission on Campus
"I suppose I was blessed with a pretty good Trends .
memory," her brother admits. "I hate to say
While each new committee or board affiliation
this, but on the day before an exam, I could go means less free time and more work, this 1992
through the material a couple of times and usu- winner of The U of M's Distinguished Alumni
Award has a simple explanation for his involveally do OK."
After graduating from the University, Dr. Yates ment.
earned a doctorate at Indiana University, com"Helping people," Dr. Yates says. "And seeing
pleted a fellowship at the University of Southern that the university and, I hope, my efforts have
California and taught chemistry for several years an impact on people as individuals, having them
at IU. Two of his positions at the University of fulfill their life dreams .
Cincinnati marked the beginning of an adminis"Obviously for anybody in public service, if
trative career-vice president for research and that's not the reason you do it, then you probably
dean of the graduate school.
ought to get out of it."
As executive vice president and provost of
Washington State University, Dr. Yates worked
closely with U of M President Lane Rawlins, who
was then WSU vice provost.
Dr. Rawlins describes those three years as "the
most educational experience I think I've ever
had" and credits Dr. Yates with steering him toward an administrative career.
"Dr. Yates is a person with a great understanding of how administration really works ,"
Dr. Rawlins explains. "His high goals, combined
with the ability to relate everything he does to
those goals, make him an extraordinarily effective administrator."
Making his institutions more responsive to
the needs of the people they serve is a priority
for Dr. Yates, as well as maintaining multiculturalism within campus boundaries and beyond.
"CSU sits in the middle of the community and
is probably the community's largest single influ- Dr. Yates helps students move out of residence halls at
ence. We have goals of enhanced diversity, Colorado State University. (Photo by William A.
Cotton)
which we certainly cannot and would not want
to divorce from the community at large," says
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Elma Roane
l
l

Determination and a relentless pursuit of excellence marked Elma Roane's leadership of
women's athletics at The University of Memphis.
By Gilbert P. Strode

W

l

hen University
officials eliminated all varsity athletics for women
in 1936, they didn't
foresee the battle Elma
Roane would one day
wage against them.
The institution replaced its decades-old
program with intramural sports because leading medical experts
had claimed physical
activity could harm women's health. Roane,
then a freshman, was
in no position to contest
the decision . But 10
years later, she would
begin a 40-year effort to
bring women's athletics
at The University of Photo byMikeMurray
Memphis from virtual
oblivion into national recognition.
"She was a visionary in women's athletics,"
says Lynne Parkes CM.Ed . '76), associate director of women's athletics. "She saw what
should be and worked to make it happen."
Today the program includes basketball, tennis, golf, track, cross-country and volleyball.
Roane, who attended first through ninth grades
at the University's Training School (now the
Campus School), has long been associated with
The U ofM as a student, athlete, coach, professor

and administrator. A
well-rounded high school
athlete, she played several intramural sports
during her four years as
an undergraduate. After
coaching a boys' junior
high school basketball
team during World War
II, Roane returned to her
alma mater in 1946 as a
physical education instructor and head of
the men's and women's
intramural programs.
She went on to become
chairman of the women's
division of the Health,
Physical Education and
Recreation Department
and later served as director of women's athletics.
When she began working at the University,
Roane was able to stretch a meager $300-a-year
budget by requiring that physical education
majors officiate games as part of their curriculum.
Players had to pay for their shoes, food, gas and
lodging when money ran out. Even school jerseys
were in short supply.
"The basketball team couldn't begin playing
until the volleyball team was finished because
we had only one set of uniforms," Roane remembers. "The volleyball team, the basketball team,
the badminton team-everybody had to share the
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same set of jerseys."
"Coaches and players participated in bake
sales, car washes and conducted numerous
volleyball clinics for area schools to raise money
for travel and lodging for the women's extramural events," recalls Dr. Jane Hooker (B.S.Ed.
'68, M.Ed. '69), associate professor of human
movement sciences and education and former
women's volleyball coach.
A stern but understanding personality was
the trademark of Roane's administration. The
courage to persevere over seemingly hopeless
odds marked her nearly half-century struggle to
establish women's athletics at the University.
Although Roane made much headway toward
gaining respect for women's athletics, the public's
negative attitude remained until the late 1960s
when American women were losing on a regular
basis in World Cup and Olympic competitions.
"Society had accepted the fact that it had no
responsibility to provide for athletically talented
women, so it didn't," Roane says. "There was
beginning to be a rumbling that maybe the professional stand on anti-competition was wrong."
With the change in public perception, Roane
began to strengthen her program. For the
1972-73 season, she received an initial budget of
$10,000, far less than the allotment for the
men's department. That year the men's basketball team was runner-up in the NCAA championship, and women's sports were clearly outranked.
"We had to fight a lot of stupid battles after
that," says Roane, who refused to back down.
"Could the men practice in the Field House if we
had our Metro Conference banners hanging in
there? At every turn we had to fight."
Roane's work started paying off in 1976 when
she acquired more than $60,000 in scholarship
money for women's athletics. The budget did not
exceed $500,000 until the early 1980s.
Many former Lady Tigers remember Roane for
her drive and spirit.
"If something needed to be done and it wasn't
getting done, Miss Roane would jump right in
and do it," says Melinda Stokes-Sevier, (B.S.Ed.
'73), who played at the University from 1968-72.
"One time a (ceiling light) burned out in the
Field House during practice. The maintenance
man didn't want to change the bulb, so Miss
Roane climbed the ladder and changed the bulb
herself."
Dr. Hooker says Roane was always willing to
take the initiative to right a wrong. "Once, someone
stole her secretary's purse," Dr. Hooker recalls.
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"As the man ran away, the secretary screamed.
Miss Roane chased the man, made him drop the
purse and kept him at bay until the police came.
She showed this type of determination in everything she did."
Relentless in her work, Roane gained the respect of her colleagues. She was inducted into the
University's "M" Club Hall of Fame in 1980 and
into the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame in 1982.
She was also named Greater Memphis State's
Educator of the Year for 1983.
Last October, the University changed the name
of the Field House, where the women's program
achieved new heights, to the Elma Neal Roane
Field House.
Since her retirement in 1984, Roane has attended almost every Lady Tigers competition,
no matter what the sport. She also plays golf,
fishes and spends numerous hours in outreach
activities at Buntyn Presbyterian Church. Roane
now works out aggressions in her yard as she
did when she was battling for women's athletics.
"I made some of my best decisions in the garden when I was working here," says Roane, "and I
still do."

Campus School
students
demonstrate their
parachute skills
during Health,
Physical
Education and
Recreation Day.
Activities at the
event also
included fitness
assessments,
fencing
demonstrations, a
campus fun run
and an open
house at the new
Exercise and
Sport Sciences
Laboratory.
(Photo by Mike
Murray)

State University,Dr. McPheewillalso
have an appointment as an associate
professor of counseling, educational
psychology and research.

In 1936, women's varsity athletics were replaced with
intramural sports. That same year, freshman Elma
Roane (far right with ball) was player and manager
for the Vikings, one of the women's teams.

Mike Weathers, a senior human
movement sciences and education major,
participates in a maximal stress test in
the department's new Exercise and Sport
Sciences Laboratory while graduate lab
assistant Peggy Sauage (B.S.Ed. '91)
monitors the results. Equipped to
perform complete physical assessments,
the $500,000 laboratory serves as both a
clinic and a research center for graduate
and undergraduate students. (Photo by
Mike Murray)

Public-interest summit
President Lane Rawlins moderated
a nationally televised panel discussion on the information superhighway
in Washington this spring.
Among the speakers who explored
the social, economic and political impact of the superhighway were Vice
President Albert Gore ('68) and former
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop.
The program assembled government
officials and public-interest representatives to discuss the impact of
modern communications technology
in the 21st century.
Vice provost arrives
Dr. Sidney A. McPhee, formerly a
University of Louisville administrator, has been appointed to the new post
of vice provost for academic affairs.
A graduate of Prairie View A&M
University with a doctorate in applied
behavioral sciences from Oklahoma

Best of the best
Six professors were presented the
University's highest honors at the
Faculty Convocation in May.
Dr. Ralph Faudree, chairman of
mathematical sciences, received the
$15,000 Eminent Faculty Award
from the University's Board of Visitors. Accepting Distinguished Teaching Service Awards were Dr. Joel
Kahane, professor of audiology and
speech pathology; Dr. Scott Kirsch,
assistant professor of geography
and planning; Dr. Anne Troutman,
professor of education; and Dr.
David Williams, professor of music.
Honored with Distinguished Research
Awards were Dr. Dianne Horgan,
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for students graduating from Memphis State University. Now under
construction on campus, the $25-million library building will be named
for McWherter during dedication
ceremonies later this year.

This photo of two Sierra Leonian women
was taken by U of M senior Christina
Blanchard-Horan during her expedition
to the West African country during the
summer of 1993. The purpose of the trip,
sponsored in part by the University, was
to depict the culture of Sierra Leone-a
land settled by Africans who once were
destined for slavery in America.
Blanchard-Horan's photographs have
been exhibited in the Christian Brothers
University Library's gallery, The
University of Memphis, Vanderbilt
University and State University of New
York. Her work has also won awards
from the National Civil Rights Museum.

Insights to enlight
Sponsored by the Marcus W. Orr
Center for the Humanities, the Insights Series will feature renowned
University speakers on the second
Sunday of every month starting in
September and ending in April 1995.
In addition to promoting research
conducted by U of M faculty, the
series will also encourage collaboration by members of different departments.
Speakers will include Dr. S. Edward Stevens, biology; Dr. Karen D.
Weddle, education; Dr. Terence E.
Horgan, philosophy; Dr. Paul Erdos
and Dr. Ralph J. Faudree, mathematical sciences; Dr. Arthur C. Graesser,
psychology; and Steven J. Ross, theater and communication arts. Call
901/678-3516 for more information.

membership in an effort to consolidate and strengthen the profession's representation before Congress
and various federal and state agencies.

Legal eagles
The Cecil C. Humphreys School of
Law has added three distinguished
professors to its staff. Robert H. Jerry
II is the first permanent occupant of
the Herbert Herff Chair of Excellence
in Law. Previously the endowed professorship has been filled by visiting
scholars.
Janet L. Richards and June F.
Entman have been appointed Cecil C.
Humphreys Professors of Law. The
endowed professorships were made
possible by a $1 million gift from from
the Plough Foundation.
Charting a new course
The Department of Biomedical
Engineering has been admitted as a
charter member of the American
Institute of Medical and Biological
Engineering.
The institute recently opened

professor of counseling, educational
psychology and research; and Steven
J. Ross, an associate professor of
theater and communication arts.

Pomp and circumstance
Gov. Ned R. McWherter addressed 475 graduate students and
982 undergraduates who received degrees during the University's spring
commencement ceremonies, held at
the Mid-South Coliseum.
The commencement was the last
24

Helping hands
With the 1993 United Way of
Greater Memphis campaign complete, University employees surpassed 1992 totals with contributions
of more than $67,000. Gifts per
person increased 7 percent, and total
contributions grew 5 percent.
"Our support is consistent with our
mission as an urban university and
the outreach to the community that
such a role implies," said President
Lane Rawlins. "Although we contribute as individuals, together we make a
statement about the University."

Grant furthers research
The Schering-Plough Foundation
has donated $40,000 to the Herff
College of Engineering to establish a
biomedical research laboratory. The
funds will be used to renovate and
equip the Schering-Plough Biomechanics Laboratory for teaching
and research.

Food for thought
Generous employees and students
contributed more than 3.5 tons of
food with a monetary value close to
$12,000 to help restock the Memphis
Food Bank warehouse during Operation Feed. The Food Bank annually
distributes food to more than 300
programs that assist hungry MidSoutherners.
King-sized role
An acclaimed actor who has drawn
rave reviews for his portrayal of Dr.
Martin Luther King recreated the role
as part of the University's Black History Month celebration.
Al Eaton performed MLK: We Are
the Dream, a one-act play in which the
actor played Dr. King and four characters whose personal reactions to the
civil rights leader form a history ofDr.
King's life.

Steve Reichling (B.S. '90), a doctoral student and assistant curator of reptiles at the
Memphis Zoo, works with one of the thousands of tarantulas involved in his latest
research project. By studying how temperature and food supply affect the spiders' sex
ratio and maturity patterns, Reichling hopes to provide biologists with information
that will protect some species from extinction. (Photo by Mike Murray)

of Korea (ROK) for his efforts to
promote the country's peaceful unification.
During ceremonies in Atlanta, Dr.
Pyun was given a commendation
from ROK President Young Sam
Kim and a gold watch bearing the
presidential seal. The presentation
was made by the republic's Consul
General Young Min Kwon.

Unification glorification
Dr. C. S. Pyun, professor of finance,
has been honored by the Republic

University departments and computer
suppliers showcased the latest in
computer services and resources at a
Technology Open House held in the
University Center. Discussing ways
small businesses can use CD-ROM
technology to create mailing lists are
(from left) Mary McLarty (B.A. '87) of
computer systems support, Carolyn
Zoccola of institutional research, and
Albert Laabs and Tommy Towery (B.S.
'68) of the Tennessee Small Business
Development Center. (Photo by Mike
Murray)

SURVEY RESULTS

Thanks to all our readers who
responded to the survey in the
magazine's winter edition. We were
pleased that most respondents read
the magazine completely or partially,
with 97 percent of readers rating the
overall quality of the magazine as
excellent or good.
The hundreds of comments directed toward President Rawlins
were forwarded to him. Comments
about specific programs or individuals were also sent to the people
mentioned.
Since respondents indicate
"Newsbits" is the magazine's mostread feature, we are increasing its
length. We will continue to offer a
wide variety of articles and plan to
profile many of the alumni suggested
by our readers. A few of the changes
made beginning with this issue include inclusion of a photo on the
back cover and profiles of alumni
who live outside of Tennessee.
We plan to incorporate many other
suggestions as well and urge our
readers to let us know additional
ways we can improve The University
of Memphis Magazine.

Hoop-la
A basketball game between the
Universities of Arkansas and Mississippi at The Pyramid generated more
than $25,000 for The U of M's general
scholarship fund.
Because the University helped finance the arena's construction, it is
entitled to $1 per person or 10 percent of the gross ticket sales for
regular-season college basketball
games involving teams from outside
Shelby County who play at The
Pyramid.
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Urban universities must play a major
role in solving contemporary problems,
said the chancellor of the Tennessee
Board of Regents system at this year's
Faculty Convocation. Dr. Charles E.
Smith was keynote speaker at the event,
which honors faculty members whose
work has brought distinction to the
University during the past year. (Photo
by Tom Wofford)

been awarded grants to study how
aging affects the human mind.
The Southeastern Center for Applied Cognitive Aging Research, the
grant donor, links the University of
Georgia, Georgia Institute of Technology and The University of Memphis in
a consortium established to initiate
new studies into age-related changes
in mental function.

Roles and rewards
Formed last fall, the Provost's Task
Force on Faculty Roles and Rewards
has been working to define clearer
faculty roles in teaching, research
and outreach.
The 26-member task force is also
studying ways to improve documentation and implementation of faculty
activity, which will facilitate a better
system of rewards, says Dr. Linda
Bennett, task force chairman.

NEWSBITS

Free speech
William J. Raspberry, urban affairs
columnist for the Washington Post,
spoke at the University's annual
Freedom of Information Congress.
College campuses are being ripped
apart by special-interest groups who
look for enemies rather than solutions
for their problems, Raspberry warned
in his speech, sponsored by the Society
of Professional Journalists and the
Student Activities Council.
Classic performance
Classical guitarist Lily Afshar presented a concert to benefit talented
students interested in classical
guitar.
The second annual Lily Afshar Guitar Scholarship Concert featured Dr.
Afshar, an assistant professor of music at the University, performing solo
guitar works by Albeniz and Ponce, in
addition to two of Paganini's violin
and guitar duets. Dr. Afshar also presented five movements from the Concerto for Classical Guitar and Jazz
Piano by composer Claude Bolling.

Noteworthy achievement
Legendary entertainer Isaac Hayes,
best known for his landmark albums
Shaft and Hot Buttered Soul, is the
recipient of the University's 1994 Distinguished Achievement Award for the
Creative and Performing Arts.
Hayes, a native Memphian, received
the award from President Lane
Rawlins at the Premier Player Awards,
sponsored by the Memphis chapter of
the National Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences and the College of
Communication and Fine Arts.
Oldies but goodies
Dr. Arthur Graesser, a professor of
psychology, and Dr. Cynthia Dulaney,
a research postdoctoral fellow, have
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Sarah Brady answers individual questions after speaking to a crowd on handgun
control at the University. During the 1981 assassination attempt on President Ronald
Reagan, Brady's husband, Jim, then-presidential press secretary, was badly wounded
in the crossfire. (Photo by Mike Murray)

Eye on education
Parents Magazine columnist, author
and Yale University professor James
P. Comer presented two programs at
the University as part of the fifth annual Urban Education Symposium.
Dr. Comer, a child psychiatrist, discussed the restructuring of public
schools and led an academic enrichment session on "The Family and Urban Education."
Dr. Comer is the author of numerous books, including Maggie's American Dream: The Life and Times of a
Black Family. Approximately 100 of
his articles have appeared in such
publications as Scientific American
and Ebony.

•

Crime decline
The University of Memphis has the
second lowest crime rate among
Tennessee's colleges and universities,
a Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
(TBI) report has revealed.
Only the University of Tennessee
at Chattanooga had a lower crime
rate than The U of M, the TBI's
Crime on Campus 1993 report said.
UT-Chattanooga reported 24.11 crimes
per 1,000 students; the University's
overall crime rate was 28.15 per 1,000
students. The average for all universities and colleges in Tennessee was
31.65 crimes per 1,000 students.
Adults only
Adult students who have had
trouble exploring the University because they work during the week
had a special day set aside for them
during National Adult and Continuing Education Week.
Discover Adult Options Day, held

Honors continue to roll in for the University's internationally known pom pon squad.
The team claimed its ninth consecutive victory at the annual College Cheerleading
and Dance Team National Championships held in San Diego. (Photo by Mike
Murray)

on a Saturday to accommodate busy
schedules, offered information on
admissions, financial aid, career
placement, scholarships, academic
advising, the Adult Student Association and child care.

'River' rolls on
At The River I Stand, a documentary by U ofM theater and communication arts faculty members David
Appleby, Dr. Allison Graham and
Steven J. Ross, has received the 1994
Erik Barnouw Award from the Organization of American Historians.
Recognizing an outstanding television program or documentary film
dealing with American history, the
Barnouw award is the latest in a series
of accolades for the documentary. The
film tells the story of the 1968 Memphis sanitation workers' strike and
the last crusade of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.
All shook up
A University scientist has developed a formula to help predict how

much ground shaking can occur
during an earthquake in the central
United States.
Dr. Howard H.M. Hwang's computer model can predict how much
ground motion will be transmitted
through bedrock during a quake along
the New Madrid Seismic Zone. The
data he has produced can help engineers and disaster management officials estimate how buildings will be
affected by earthquakes of different
magnitudes.

IBM donates money
The IBM Funds for Community
Service Program has given the
Alumni Association $2,300 to purchase a computer for the University's Heritage Museum.
The computer will be used to catalog items donated for display in the
museum, says alumni coordinator
Michelle Vinson (B.A. '91).
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Courting success
A student team from the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law has won
the Robert F. Wagner Memorial Moot
Court Competition in New York for
the second straight year. The team
defeated participants from the Universities of Tennessee, Cincinnati,
Minnesota and Texas.
Another team from The U of M
reached the semifinal round of the
National Mock Trial Competition in
Dallas after winning the Southeast
Regional Competition in Fayetteville, Ark.
Spaced out
The Tennessee Department of
Transportation has awarded $53,483
to the University to finance aerospace
education workshops for West Tennessee teachers this summer.
The money will help fund a basic
workshop for as many as 50 teachers
and an advanced workshop for 40
teachers who have completed the basic program.

Urban education
An ambitious urban education
reform program was unveiled for
business and community leaders
during a reception at the Fogelman
Executive Center.
The Memphis Center for Urban
Partnerships is one of 16 projects
funded by the Ford Foundation to
improve the educational environment
in urban areas. The Memphis partnership involves The U of M, Shelby
State Community College, LeMoyneOwen College and Memphis City
Schools. The partnership's long-term
goal is to help more minority youths
graduate from college.

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Pos. 1: Bobby Wharton '75 BSET; Pos. 2: Ray Mullins
'70 BA; Pos. 3: Jon Albright '84 BBA; Pos. 4: Sandra
Williams Brooks '87 BBA; Pos. 5: Dr. Vivian Carter
Dillihunt '70 BSEdf72 MEd/'86 EdD
DISTRICT DIRECTORS
I: Claire Barnett '85 MS (Shelby Co.); II: Charles
Garrett 11 '83 BSME (Jackson, TN); Ill: Ken Seaton '85
BBA (Adamsville, TN); IV: Jeffrey Smith '91 JD, MBA
(Rutherford, TN); V: Fredricka Robertson Schleifer '65
BA (Union City, TN); VI: Dr. Wayne Armstrong '61 BS/
'61 MA (Brentwood, TN); VII: Ken Bearden '72 BBA
(Knoxville, TN); VIII: Gayle Powelson '81 BBA
(Stamford, CT); IX: Ron Hart '81 BBA (Atlanta, GA); X:
Amy Martin Peyton '84 BA {Indianapolis, IN); XI:
Jeanette Grand '82 BBA (Houston, TX); XII: Tom
Gerdes '61 BBA (Evergreen, CO); XIII: Paul Spellman
'77 BBA (Redondo Beach, CA)

CONSTITUENT CHAPTERS
Art: Anna Kay Walker '83 MA; AUSP: Denice Perkins
'84 MA; Band: Lorri Blurton Moore '88; Bus. & Econ.:
Carl Elliott '84 BBA/'90 MBA; Educ.: Dr. Marilyn Cox
Powell '58 BS, '71 MEd, '76 EdD; Emeriti: Dr. Carl D.
Brown; Engin.: William 'Trip" Jones '77 BSETf86 MS;
HMSE: George Brogdon '89 BSEd; Jour.: Henry
Bailey '77 BA/'86 JD; Law: Stephen Vescovo '77 BBAI
'80 JD; Luther C. McClellan: Tony Pinson '86 BSME,
'89 MS; Nursing: Rebecca Weatherwax Pollan '92
BSN; Univ. College: Rose Wallace Klimek '85 BPS;
Women's Leadership Council: Barbara Hewitt
Lawing '82 BPSf84 MA; Young Alumni Council:
James Mooney '91 BBA; SAB: Laura Vaughan '95;
SGA: Bill Murray

Student photographer Ahmed Eltorky and his family examine a multicultural
photography exhibit held this summer at the Campus School. Mary Larrick, art
specialist, established a darkroom with funds from a grant by the Rotary Club of
Memphis and financial contributions from Campus School parents. Ten students who
have one or more parents from other countries were chosen to participate in a project
in which they depicted differences and similarities in their cultures. As part of the
project, fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade students took dozens of photographs and
learned darkroom techniques. Countries represented in the exhibit included China,
Korea, Poland, Sweden, Egypt, England and Portugal. (Photo by Mike Murray)

Ned R. Mc-wherter Library ·
Nears Completion
A distinctive copper dome is the apex of
the University's 250,000-square-foot Ned
R. McWherter Library. Natural light
pours in from a skylight set into the
dome's crest (at left) to illuminate the
building's interior. A massive granite star
is inlaid on the library's main fioor.
Structurally, the building contains
400 miles of wire, 10,000 cubic yards of
concrete, 200,000 square feet of carpet,
250 tons of granite, and 350 tons of steel
shelving and limestone. The library will
house more than 150 individual study
rooms and 24 group study areas and will
offer state-of-the-art electronic
capabilities. Protective glass installed in
the windows is designed to shield the
facility's nearly 1 million books from
harmful ultraviolet light. The library is
schedule to open Aug. 29. (Photo at left by
Jim Cloud; photo below by Mike Murray)

MSU CLUBS
Arizona: Tom Sawner '55 BS; Atlanta: Jerry
Newsome '87 BBA/'91 JD; Birmingham: Michael
Carter '74 BSEf75 MS; Boston: Bob Canfield '59
BBA; The Carolinas: David Collins Jr. '82 BBA;
Chattanooga: Richard Bonnington '75 JD; Chicago;
TBA; Cincinnati: Gordon Proud '91 BA; Colorado:
TBA; Dallas/Ft. Worth: Gary Crooms '81; Houston:
Richard Vaughan '81 BSCE; Huntsville: Jack Miller
Jr. '83 BA; Indianapolis: Todd Hopkins '87 BBA;
Jackson, MS: TBA; Jackson, TN: Dr. Bill Woods '76
BS; Jacksonville, FL: Jim ' Red" Hoggatt '53 BSf62
MA; Knoxville: TBA; Little Rock: TBA; Los Angeles:
Jennifer Kutz Phenicie '91 BS; Louisville: Janet
Thorpe Estey '80 BBA; Milwaukee: TBA; Nashville:
Steve A. Muller '81 BS; New Orleans: Mike Finney '87
BBA; New York: Richard Reyle '88 BBA; Oklahoma:
TBA; Orlando: Kenneth Richie '83 BA/'86 JD;
Pickwick, TN: Dr. Joe M. Cromwell '76 BS;
Northwest TN: TBA; San Francisco Bay: Dr. John
True '69 MEdf72 EdD; South Florida: Jim Richens
'85 BBA/'87 MBA; St. Louis: James(',.. Daniel '81 BS;
Tampa Bay: Tom Rives '71 BSEd; Tri-Cities, TN:
TBA; Washington, D.C.: Jeannie Bonner '92 BBA;
Washington State: Dr. Debora C. Daniel '82 BS

Chancellor Charles E. Smith and President Lane Rawlins lead the academic
procession across campus as part of the 1994 Faculty Convocation. (Photo by Mike
Murray)

ASSOCIATION STAFF
Alumni Pubs. Editor• Dana Avent Tucker '90 BA
Coordinator• Tona Jackson '88 BA
Coordinator• Scott McClain '90 BA
Coordinator• Michelle Vinson '91 BA
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Club. The chapter thanks
everyone involved in
making the event a
success. The Business
and Economic Alumni
Chapter scholarship
recipients for 1994 are
David Reuschling (management information
systems) and Sophia
Stevenson (marketing).
These students were
selected from 31 applicants.
Fall events will include Career Day ip.
November and a hQliday
social Dec. 13.
To become involved
with business board
activities, call the Alumni
Center.

Call901 /678-2586fordetails or reservation information on the following:
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Clubs in Nashville,
Pickwick and Trenton,
Tenn., hosted Tiger golf
scrambles and dinners
with the coaches for
alumni and fans in their
areas. The Nashville U
of M Club raised approximately $1,500 to
begin a scholarship
endowment for area high
school students (Individual contributions can be
made to this account.)
The Washington, D.C.
U of M Club hosted a
name change celebration
at Music City Roadhouse
Cafe June 30. The club
will host its annual
"Evening of Orioles
Baseball" Sept. 6 with a
pregame buffet at the
Orioles Bar in the
Sheraton Inner Harbor
Hotel in Baltimore.
The Dallas/Ft. Worth
Club will "Rendezvous
with the Rangers" Aug.
20 in the new Arlington
Stadium. The club will
hold its annual picnic in
the green parking lot
prior to the game.
Alumni Coordinator
Tona Jackson has
planned a whirlwind tour
of 10 cities for the month
of August. The first event
is Aug. 16 for alumni and
fans in Little Rock,
Ark., at Mexico
Chiquito-Rodney
Parham. Jackson will
visit Tulsa, Okla., on
Aug. 18; Dallas on Aug.
20; Houston on Aug. 21 ;
New Orleans on Aug.
22; and Jackson, Miss.,
on Aug. 23. The second

30

Graduates from the classes of 1942-46 gathered in May for a War Years Reunion. Pictured are (front
row) Frances Hinant Miller, Martha Lou J ones Buchanan, Clara Gowen Flinn, J ean E vans Bickers,
J anice J ohnson Putnam, J eanette Sterrett Joyner Perry, J immy Drummond, (seco nd row) Willard M.
St. J ohn, Irma Greer Marks, Charlotte Watkins Canon, Helen Butler Elphingstone, Bill Joyner Perry,
(third row) Elizabeth Chafin Colby, Dorothy Deen Person Dawson, Hazel Bratton Penn, Eleanor Ham
Sleeper, Daniel Marks, Penny Penland J ennings, Virginia Brakefield McBride, June Wolbrecht
Maxwell, Har vey F. Maxwell, (fourth row) Lois Frances J ones, Paul J . Buchanan, Dorothy Gray
Christoffersen, Katherine Tarry McCormick, Harold R. Elphingstone, George C. Martin, Cyrus Cooley,
Mary Ann Holliday Newton, Vernon Johnson and Vernon McNeer.

leg of the tour begins in
Chattanooga at a
reception on Aug. 30.
Special guest wm be Don
Polden, dean of the Cecil
C. Humphreys School of
Law.
Jackson and club
presidents will host
special events in Atlanta
on Aug. 29; Huntsville,
Ala., on Aug 31; and
Birmingham, Ala., on
Sept. 1.
Tiger Roar football
events are in the works
for clubs in Tulsa, Okla.;
Jackson, Miss.; Louisville, Ky.; and Knoxville. Watch your mail
for details or contact the
Alumni Association if you
would like to help plan
events in your area.

CHAPTERS
ART
The 1995 Outstanding
Student Awards dinner
has been set for April 7,
1995, at the Memphis

EDUCATION
The 1994 Outstanding
Education Alumni
Awards dinner will be
held Nov. 10 at the Home
Builders Association in
Cordova, Tenn.

Brooks Museum of Art.
Information fliers will be
mailed early next year.
To receive information
about becoming a member of the Art Alumni
board of directors, call
Anna Kay Walker in the
Art Department at 901/
678-2649.

BAND
Band Alumni Chapter
members are planning a
"Back-To-School" party
for Aug. 27 at Adventure
River water park. The
theme park will be rented
from 8 p.m. to midnight
for band alumni and their
families and for members
of the 1994 Marching
AUDIOLOGY AND
Band.
We are seeking volunSPEECH PATHOLOGY
AUSP would like to
teers for the annual MidSouth Marching Contest
welcome its 1994-95
board members: Debbie
to be held at Halle StaShirina (B.B.A. '91, M.A.
dium (location pending)
'93), Patti Beth Holzer
on Oct. 15.
(M.A. '93), Ginger Gray
A Homecoming social
(M.A. '91), Faye Bartlett
is also being planned
(M.A. '92), Merl Nastasi
for Oct. 21 at the Public
(M.A. '93), and Angie
Eye restaurant. For
Huffman (M.A. '88). The
more information about
events and lodging for
following are 1994-95
Homecoming weekend,
chapter officers: Patricia
White (M.A. '83), presicall or watch for upcomdent; Alice Burrows (M.A. ing fliers .
'90), president-elect; and
BUSINESS
Sarah Green (M.A. '90),
The sixth annual
secretary/treasurer.
Business Alumni Golf
The next board meetTournament was held
ing will be a dinner on
May 19 at Plantation Golf
Sept. 19.
T

H

E

COL

U ·M

NS

EMERITI
In July, Emeriti
Chapter members enjoyed a well-attended
summer social at the
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art.
Chapter
members are
invited to attend
a holiday social
Dec. 1 at the
Fogelman
Executive
Center.
Emeriti will
receive a flier in
early November.
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Sept. 10 at Audubon Golf
Course. Engineering
alumni are invited to
attend this fun-filled day
of activities. A schedule of
events will be mailed in
early August.

JOURNALISM
The Outstanding
Journalism Awards
dinner will be held Sept.
9 at The Peabody Hotel in
honor of the late Charles
Thornton (B.S. '65); Dr.
Elinor Grusin (B.S. '62),
U of M professor of
journalism; and Ann
Jacobs Ingle (B.S. '66),
editor of the Bolivar
Bulletin-Times. Social
hour will begin at 6 p.m.,
and dinner will start at
7p.m.
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adjacent to the Alumni
Center. Tours will begin
at 1 p.m. and conclude at
6 p.m. Alumni and their
family and friends,
hospital administrators
and health care providers
are invited to attend. For
more information, call
901/678-2020.

STUDENT
AMBASSADOR
BOARD
The SAB wants you to
get down and dirty in six
inches of mud. On Oct. 8,
the board will host its
11th annual Mudball
volleyball tournament.
Proceeds from this
"mucky" event will
benefit the Student
Ambassador Board and
the J . Wayne Johnson
Memorial Leadership
Awards.

NURSING
On Aug. 30 at 4:30
p.m., the Nursing Alumni
LUTHERC.
Chapter and the
McCLELLAN BLACK
Loewenberg School of
Nursing will hold a cook- ALUMNI CHAPTER
In April more than 250
out at the Alumni Center
guests attended a poster
to welcome incoming
unveiling at the Art
nursing students.
The school will hold an Village Gallery. The
poster was designed by
open house Sept. 22 at
Peggy Vanburen (B.F.A.
its new location in New'79) in honor of the
port Hall, which is

ENGINEERING
The Engineering Alumni Golf
Tournament and The Art Chapter held its annual awards dinner at the Dixon Gallery and
Family Picnic
Gardens in March to honor the 1994 summer and fall scholarship winners
pictured above.
will be held
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CALENDAR
AUGUST
20 Dallas/Ft, Worth Club
"Rendezvous with
the Rangers"
16-Sept. 1 "Tana's
Whirlwind Tour of 10
Cities": Little Rock; Tulsa;
Dallas; Houston; New
Orleans; Jackson, Miss .;
Chattanooga; Huntsville
and Birmingham, Ala.;
and Atlanta.
27 Band "Back-To-School"
Party at Adventure River
30 Nursing School &
Alumni Chapter Cookout

SEPTEMBER
6 D.C. Club "Evening of
Orioles Baseball"
9 Journalism Awards
Dinner
10 Engineering Alumni
Golf Tournament &
Family Picnic
19AUSP Board Meeting
and Dinner
22 School of Nursing
Open House

OCTOBER
8 Student Ambassador
Board Mudball
Tournament
15 Mid-South Marching
Band Contest
Homecoming events:
21 Band Social
22 The U ofM vs.
Cincinnati
22 YAC/University Store
Alum Run/Fun Walk

NOVEMBER
10 Outstanding Education
Alumni Awards Dinner

DECEMBER
1 Emeriti Holiday Social
13 Business Holiday
Social
t Dates I events are tentative or
to be announced . For information, call 901 I 678-2586.
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A
annual Africa in April
festival.
LCM members also
hosted their first community forum, "Economic
Empowerment in the
African American Community: Where Will Black
America Be in the Year
2000?" Discussion from
community leaders
ranged from coalition
building to black leadership.
In August the LCM
will host a "Reggae
Revue" at The Ritz on
Beale Street. Call for
details on this and
other LCM-sponsored
events.
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TRAVELIN'

Donahue, NBC's The
Today Show, NBC
Nightly News, Connie
Chung's Summer Showcase and a variety of
other news and talk
shows. At the event, he
autographed his book,
You Gotta Believe!

YOUNG ALUMNI
r
COUNCIL
U of M alumni can help
"run illiteracy out of
Memphis'' by registering
for the YAC/University
ALUMNI
Store Homecoming 5K
Alum Run/Fun Walk to
be held Oct. 22. Proceeds
In conjunction with the University name change,
will benefit YAC's
the Alumni Association has a new logo. The
"TARGET: Literacy"
design, which incorporates the University's new
campaign, sponsored in
Ned R. McWherter Library, will appear on bumper
conjunction with the
stickers, window decals, fliers and other associaWOMEN'S LEADERtion items.
Memphis Literacy
SHIP COUNCIL
The WLC and the Mid- Council. Call for applicaSouth Interracial Associa- tions.
tion sponsored a guest
the form at the bottom of
Awards and the OutTHE ALUMNI
lecture by motivational
this page. For a copy of
standing Young Alumni
ASSOCIATION
speaker Drew Brown, a
awards criteria, call the
Awards. To nominate
The U of M Alumni
FedEx pilot and founder
Association. The deadline
an individual for either
Association is accepting
of "The American
for nominations is
Dream." Brown has been· nominations for the 1995 of these prestigious
Oct. 14, 1994.
awards, simply fill out
Distinguished Alumni
featured on Phil

.

Memphis

Distinguished and Young
Alumni and Friends Awards
Nomination Form
Please provide detailed information, including the nominee's history, community activities, honors received, published works and
other pertinent data. Related newspaper clippings and magazine articles would be helpful. Please keep nominations confidential.

The Distinguished Alumni and Friends Awards Selection Committee will review nominations
and select recipients to be honored in March 1995. The Young Alumni Council will also select an
individual to be honored on that date.
I Nominate _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Class of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
For the 1995
Award because: (Attach additional sheet).
Nominee's Occupation
Phone_ _ _ _ _ _ __
Nominee's Address ______________ City, State _________ Zip ______
Nominated By:
Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I
Ii

Address

I

Nominations and supporting documentation must be mailed to: Distinguished Alumni Awards Committee, Alumni Center, The
University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 38152, no later than Oct. 14, 1994.
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University of Memphis alumni tour the Panama Canal aboard the
five-star Royal Princess cruise ship. Pictured left to right are Robert
C. Appling (B.S. '52), Eleanor Appling, Libby Berry and David L.
Berry (B.S. '58).

PANAMA CANAL
CRUISE
Feb. 18-March 1, 1995.
Sold out for the past
two years, this is the
best value of any Panama Canal cruise you'll
find. You and other
Southeastern-area college
alumni will visit
Cozumel, Mexico, and
Grand Cayman Island
before cruising the
amazing Panama Canal
to Costa Rica, a true
tropical paradise. This
memorable tour will end
in majestic Acapulco and
the Mexican Riviera.
From $1,695 from Memphis (double occupancy).
ALASKA
EDUCATIONAL
ADVENTURE
March 31-April 7, 1995.
Are you ready for a
different travel twist and
a return to college in an
ideal setting? Our Alaskan classroom aboard the
M IV Matanuska will take
you through 1,600 miles
of the Inside Passage.
The MI V Matanuska
serves the coastal cities of
Southeast Alaska that
are unreachable by
conventional roads. Three
outstanding University of

Alaska faculty members
will help you appreciate
the natural and political
history and culture of
this scenic area as we
visit Juneau, Ketchikan,
Wrangell, Haines and
Sitka. Tuition includes
room, board, transportation, all transfers and
field trips. Single supplement is $300. Optional
college credit and a
stopover in Seattle are
available. Call for
brochure. $1,700, including airfare.

G

ST. PETERSBURG &
THE BALTIC SEA
COUNTRIES
July 4-17, 1995.
Experience the excitement of democracy in the
newly independent Baltic
Republics-Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania-as
well as the grandeur of
Russia's second largest
city and home of The
Hermitage Museum-St.
Petersburg. You'll travel
aboard the Finnish ship
Kristine Regina and visit
Lubeck, Germany, and
the recently opened city
of Kaliningrad, Russia.
Also on the tour are
Helsinki, Finland,
Gdansk and Poland, with
optional tours to Berlin
and Copenhagen. From
$2,995 from New York
(double occupancy).
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SWISS WINTER
ESCAPADE
March 10-17, 1995.
Come with us to Interlaken during this wonderful time of the year.
Whether you plan to ski
or sightsee, Switzerland
offers almost everything
your heart desires in
spectacular scenic variety. It's a shopper's
paradise, famous for
watches, embroideries,
linens and chocolates.
Grindelwald, one of the
world's paramount ski
resorts, is a short distance from Interlaken;
and Zurich, Berne,
Lagano and Lucerne are
only a Swiss railway ride
away. Follow your heart
to Switzerland, the "roof
of Europe." $1,154 from
Atlanta.

Tour space is limited. Costs are per person.
Call the Alumni Association at 901 / 678-2586
for details on any of these exciting trips.

In May a group of The University of Memphis alumni traveled to Ireland on a 10-day tour of the
Emerald Isle. Pictured at Knappogue Castle in County Clare, Ireland, at a medieval banquet are (seated
left to right) Robert Millar (J.D. '72), Rosie Millar, Charles Kelly (B.S. '65, J.D. '71) and Sheila Kelly.
Standing are Pat Heffernan (B.S. '63), Betty Kelly and Jean Heffernan.
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'65

at NASA Headquarters for
33 years and previously
served at Sen. Kefauver's
office and at Torrejon Air
Force Base in Madrid, Spain.
She lives in Alexandria,
Va.

DR. LYDLE FRANKLIN
BRINKLE (M.A. ), director of
geography at Gannon University in Erie, Pa., is president of
the National Social Science
Association. He is also a
member of the association's
editorial board and serves on
the editorial committees of the
Pennsylvania Geographical
Society and the Pennsylvania
Academy of Science.

'51

Wilma Jean Raymond

'48 WILMA JEAN
RAYMOND (B.S.) was presented the 45 Year Service
Award by the federal government. Raymond has worked

Alumni
Association
Seeks Director
The University of Memphis
is currently seeking a
director for its Alumni
Association, which represents
more than 80,000 alumni and
friends.
The director will oversee the
planning, development and
creation of programs and
services to foster lasting
relationships between
students, alumni and the
University. Supervising
seven employees, the director
will be responsible for
fostering the active interest,
support and involvement of
alumni and the Alumni
Association in the
University's affairs. The
person will also encourage
acceptance of the University's
mission and goals and
recognition of its achievements. The director will be
responsible for providing
programming that supports
the University's first
comprehensive capital
campaign, :,vhich begins this
fall.
Minimum qualifications
include a bachelor's degree,
preferably with five years of
professional experience at an
administrative or executive
level of a successful alumni
program. Compensation is
commensurate with abilities
and experience. To receive an
application, send a cover
letter and resume to:
Department-of Human
Resources, The University of
Memphis, 108 J~nes Hall,
Memphis, TN 38152.
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WILLIAM FREDERICK
WOLBRECHT (B.S.) recently
had the Ridgeway Tennis
Center named in his honor.
Other distinctions he has
received include the College
Football Hall of Fame
Americanism Award, the
Memphis Park Commission's
First Director Award, and
former President Bush's 1,000
Points of Light Award. At
The U ofM, Wolbrecht has
served on the board of trustees
and as president of the
Highland Hundred and Century
clubs.

'55 DR. JOHN H. ELLIS
(B.S ., M.A. '58) has retired from
Lehigh University. He received
a doctorate at Tulane University, where he also held a
postdoctoral fellowship at the
School of Medicine. He has
written several books, including
Medicine in Kentucky and
Yellow Fever and Public Health.
He and his wife, Wanda, live in
Bethlehem, Pa., and have three
children and four grandchildren.
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Dr. Jerry C. Phillips

'57 DR. JERRY C. PHILLIPS
(B.A.), vice chairman of the
Department of Radiology at the
University of Tennessee's
Center for the Health Sciences
in Memphis, has received the
Tennessee Radiological
Society's 1994 Distinguished
Service Award.

'61 JAMES "BUBBA"
MARTIN (B.B.A.) is retired
from Norandal USA in
Huntingdon, Tenn. He and his
wife, Dorothy, have three
children and two grandchildren.

John J . Fisher Sr.
JOHN J. FISHER SR. (B.B.A.)
is president and chief executive
officer of Health & Medical
Communications Inc. in New
York. He and his wife, Beverly,
live in Barrington, Ill.

'66 ROBERT D. DIENELL
(B.B.A.) has been promoted to
director of purchasing for HWC
Distribution Corp. He and his
wife, JUDY MANSPEAKER
DIENELL (B.B.A. '63), a retail
sales merchandiser for WarnerLambert Co.'s American Chicle,
have relocated to Houston.

E ·
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KATHERINE HILL MAYHALL
CM.Ed. '68), live in Houston.

DR. TONI GANTT WATSON
CB.A., M.S. '87, Ed.D. '94) has
won the 1994 Edgar L. Morphet
Field Project Award given by
the National Council of
Professors of Educational
Administration for her dissertation , An Investigation into the
Possibility of Streamlining the
NASSP Assessment Center
Model.

Lynn A. Norment

'73

LYNN A. NORMENT
(B.A.) is senior editor of Ebony
magazine . She is a former board
member of the National
Association of Black Journalists
and former president of the
Chicago Association of Black
Journalists. A resident of
Chicago, Norment has traveled
extensively in Africa, Europe
and the Caribbean.

Susie Wang

Joseph A. Sweat

Thomas W. Staed
THOMAS W."STAED (B.S.),
president of Oceans E leven
Resorts Inc. in Daytona Beach,
Fla., has been selected a
fellow of the 1994 board of
trustees for the Educational
Institute of the American
Hotel and Motel Association.
A hotel owner and operator
since 1968, he previously ran
a fuel oil and gasoline distributorship and was an
attorney in private and
corporate practice.

retired manager of product
development for Buckman
Laboratories International Inc.,
has been named a TAPP!
Fellow for meritorious service to
· the association and the paper
industry. He is a member of the
Australian and New Zealand
pulp and paper technical
association.
LYNN H . SANDERS (B.B.A.)
and his wife, SANDRA
"SANDY" COOLEY (B.S.H.E.
'78), are parents of Barkley
Christine Sanders, born July
31, 1993 .

COLEMAN (J.D.), U.S. attorney
for the western district of Tennessee, has received the "She
Knows Where She's Going
Award" from Girls Inc. of
Memphis.

.

'64 OSCAR W. MAY (B.S.),

Kenneth S. Barker Jr.

'70

Col. Ed Ward
COL. ED WARD (B.B.A.,
M.B.A. '68), stationed at
Langley Air Force Base, Va ., is
deputy comptroller of Air
Combat Command.

0

'67 KENT. MAYHALL (M .S.)
has been named manager of the
Amoco Oil Co. Refinery ii;i Texas
City, Texas. He and his wife,

T H E
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KEN;NETH S. BARKER
JR. (B.S.Ed.) has been appointed principal of Thrasher
Elementary School in Signal
Mountain, Tenn. He and his
wife, Judy, reside in Chattanooga with their daughters,
Julie and Emily.
JOSEPHS . YORK CM.Ed.), a
teacher at Adamsville High
School in Adamsville, Tenn., is
a recipient of the Milken Family
Foundation National Educator Award.

T H E

Danese Faye Hayes

'74

DANESE FAYE HAYES
(B.A.) will serve a residency at
the University of Southern
California Medical Center in
Los Angeles, where she will
specialize in internal medicine .
Hayes graduated from East
Tennessee State University's
James H . Quillen College of
Medicine.

COLUMNS

'76

DR. JENINA MARTIN
CANTLER CB.A., M.Ed. '79,
Ed.D. '93), a mathematics
instructor at The U of M, has
been appointed new member
education adviser of the Alpha
Xi Delta chapter at Christian
Brothers University. She and
her husband , Eddie, have two
children, Andy and Michael.

YOUNG (B.S.E.T.), a developer
of robotic weapon systems for
the Army, has been selected to
attend Zowk Defense Systems
Management Course in
Washington for program
management development.

'78 JAMES W. GILLIS
(B.B.A.) and his wife, Hope, are
parents of James Worth Gillis
II, born July 8, 1993. They live
in Plano, Texas, where James is
national accounts manager for
Dayton Walther Corp.

Veronica F. Coleman

'75 VERONICA F.

'62

JOSEPH A. SWEAT
(B .S.) has received the Nashville Women's Political Caucus'
Good Guys Award.

has been elected to the 1994
St. Joseph Hospital Citizens
Advisory Board.

BECKY WESTMORELAND
CM.Ed. '78), president-elect for
The U of M's Education Alumni
Chapter, is principal at Lucy
Elementary School in
Millington, Tenn. She was
formerly curriculum coordinator
at Altruria Elementary in
Bartlett, Tenn.

Barbara Westbrooks Smith
BARBARA WESTBROOKS
SMITH (B.B.A., M.B.A. '88) is
vice president of corporate
planning for Johnson Publishing Co., publisher of Ebony
magazine. She lives in Chicago.

E

'77 VIRGINIA "SUZY"

SUSIE WANG (M.A.), chief
operating officer of Wang's
International, has been elected
to the board of United Way of
the Mid-South.

'69

NAVY CMDR. GASTON
R. BUFORD (B.B.A.) has
completed a six-month Antarctic deployment, where he
participated io Operation
Deep Freeze Winter-Over
with Naval Support Forces.
He and members of his
detachment were awarded
the Antarctica Service Medal
with the Wintered-Over
Device.

L

DR. ELISABETH ANN
TALLANT (B.S.), assistant
professor of surgery and
physiology-pharmacology at the
Bowman Gray School of
Medicine, is one of three
researchers in the United
States to receive the ASH/
Marion Merrell Dow Young
Scholars Award for 1994. She
lives in Lewisville, N.C .

'68

CHARLES SAMUEL
RAY (B.A.) is a professional
cartoonist. His "Business As
Usual" comic about people on
the job recently debuted in
The Commercial Appeal. His
work has also appeared in
The Wall Street Journal,
Saturday Evening Post,
Good Housekeeping and Boys
Life.

p

'79 MARVIN BOWLING
(B.B.A.), a Navy chief warrant
officer, has been cited for
superior performance while
assigned at Naval Air Reserve,
Naval Air Station in Memphis.
MARY COLLINS (B.A.), a DRG
coordinator for the Mid-South
Foundation for Medical Care
Inc. in Memphis, has graduated
from the University of Tennessee, Memphis, with a bachelor's
degree iq health information
management.
GALE SEYMOUR HARWELL
(B.A.) and her husband,
Audwin, are parents of Alan
Darrell Harwell, born Jan . 6,
1994.

Roscoe J. Dixon
ROSCOE J . DIXON (B.A.),
state representative for the
Tennessee General Assembly,

L~ON R. MARTIN (B.S.E.T.) is
president-elect for the national
board of directors of the
American Institute of Plant
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Engineers. He and his wife,
Terri, have relocated to the
Statesboro, Ga., area.
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born son , James "Jay" Riley
Knight III. The family lives in
Nashville.

JOCELYN DAN WURZBURG
(J.D.), an attorney, is the newly
elected president of the
Mediation Association of
Tennessee.

ROBERT E. LEECH (M .P.A.)
and TYANN HALL (B.B.A. '86)
are parents of David Robert
Hall Leech, born Dec. 1, 1993.
They live in Cordova, Tenn.

DR. ROYE. WILLIAMS
(B.S.E.E., Ph.D. '93), co-owner
and vice president of Federal
Electro-Optics Inc. of Memphis,
is the 1994 recipient of
The U of M's Outstanding
Engineering Alumni award.

Gary Baldwin

'80 GARY BA.LOWIN (B.F.A)
is director of marketing and
communications for Boys Clubs
of Mernphi,s. He is married to
JANET CARPENTER
BALDWIN (B.S.E.D. '76,
M.Ed. '80).
BRAD KO;ENEMAN (B.B.A.,
M.B.A. '81) and LYNN
OSTROWSKI (B.B.A. '81) are
parents of Kimberly Blair
Koeneman, born March 15,
1994. They also have a son,
Drew.
DR. RANDALL A.
McPHERSON (B.S.Ed., M.S.
'84, Ed.D. '93) has been elected
to the board of directors for
Memphis Partners Inc. He has
served as a member of the
Budget Allocations Committee
for· United Way and as president of the Tennessee Association of Collegiate Registrars
and Admissions Officers. Dr.
McPherson, assistant director
of admissions at The U of M,
is a national certified counselor
and a licensed Tennessee
professional counselor. He and
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(M.A., M.P.A. '87) is a civilian
employee in logistics planning
for the U.N. Command, U.S.
Forces Korea, and the 8th U.S.
Army Command in Seoul,
Korea.
BETH BALDRIDGE
PATTERSON (B .S.C.E.) and
her husband, Paul, are
parents of Arny Kathryn
Patterson, born Nov. 14, 1993.
They have another daughter,
Mary. The family lives in
.Bartlett, Tenn.
LT. CMDR. DAVID W. WOODS
(B.S.E.T.) has been norninate.d
for the lven C. Kinchelow
Award by the Society of
Experimental Test Pilots. He
has completed a three-year tour
as a test pilot on F/A-18 aircraft
at Patuxent River, Md., and is
attached to Strike-Fighter
Squadron 37 based on board the
USS Eise.nhower, CVN-69. He
lives in Jacksonville, Fla., with
his wife, Sheridan, and their
children, Zachary Wade and
Brenna Sher,idan.

'82 LT. CMDR. TIMOTHY E .
COOLIDGE (B.B .A.) has
graduated from the Naval War
College in Newport, R.I.
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his wife, KAREN MANESS
McPHERSON CB.A. '78, M.S.
'83), have a son, Taylor.

'81 LOUIS D. BARBIERI

Dr. Roy E . Williams

p

KEVIN ROPER (B.A.,
M.A. '93) and SUSAN
McGOWAN (B.B.A.) are
parents of Elizabeth Anne
Roper, born May 14, 1994. They
also have two sons, Michael and
Colin. The family lives in
Cordova, Tenn.
TROY THOMAS (B.S.Ed.) is
a radioanalytical chemistry
technician for Reynolds
Electric and Engineering, a
contractor for a nuclear
energy researching test site
in Nevada.

THOMAS L. NORMAN JR.
(B.S.E.T.) and DANA
MARGARET MEISTER (B.A.
'92) are parents of Alexander
Thomas Norman, born Feb. 14,
1994. They live in Memphis.

JERRY W. YOUNG (B.S.Ed.)
and PATRICIA LINZY CB.A.)
are parents of Miles C. Linzy
Young, born Oct. 27, 1993.
They live in Upper Marlboro,
Md:

Shirley Istvanko Carson
SHIRLEY ISTVANKO
CARSON (B.A.) has received
the 1994 Chairman's Award for
outstanding achievement from
The Prornus Companies Inc. in
Memphis. She is married to
Michael Anthony Carson.

'84 JON D. ALBRIGHT
(B.B .A.) is vice president of
Richwell Ba ssett Gallery in
.Memphis.
MARK I. BARNES (B.B.A.) and
his wife, Renee, are parents of
Lindsey Renee Barnes, born
Oct. 17, 1993.

T. H

(B.S.E.E .) and his wife, Marcy,
are parents of Christopher
Hunter Purnell, born Sept. 9,
1993. They have another son,
Marc, and a daughter, Brianne.
The family lives in Severna
Park, Md.

CAPT. DANIE4 P. STENSON
(B.S.E.T.) has been selected to
fly for the 89th Airlift Wing at
Andrews Air Force Base in
Maryland. The Wing provides
airlift, communication and
logistical support for the
president and vice president of
the United States, cabinet
members and other highranking U.S. and foreign
government officials. He has
been in the Air Force for seven
years and has flown in
operations Just Cause, Desert
Shield, Desert Storm· and
Restore Hope.

'85 MAJ. MARK C.
BLAYDES (B .B.A.) ha.s reported
for duty with Marine Air
Control Squadron Seven, 3rd
Marine Aircraft Wing at Marine
Corps Air Station in Yuma,
Ariz.
GREGORY R. SINGLETON
(B .S.Ed.), coordinator of
fraternity/sorority .affairs at The
U ofM, has accepted' the
position of assistant dean of
students at Purdue University
in West Lafayetfe, Ind.

COLUMNS

Bhadresh Lallubhai Bhakta
BHAKTA (B.S.E.E.) will serve a
residency at Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Memphis. He
graduated from East Tennessee
State University's James H.
Quillen College of Medicine.

Capt. Daniel P. Stenson

'87

CAPT. MITCHELLE.
CASSELL (B.S .E .T) has been
transferred from the reserves to
regular active-duty status in
the Marine Corps. He is serving
with Marine Heavy Helicopter
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RON KENNEMORE (B.B.A.)
has received certification in
production inventory
rnangernent given by the
American Production and
Inventory Control Society, and
is a certified purchasing
manager. He is plant manager
for NKC of America Inc.
PHILIP G. LINDSEY (B.B.S.)
married Jennifer Arden Towson
Feb. 26, 1994, at Germantown
Baptist Church.
JESSICA EUBANKS WILLIAMS (B.S.Ed.) is a teacher at
Carrollwood Day School in
Tampa, Fla. Her husband,
ROBERT J . "BOBBY" WILLIAMS JR. (B.B.A. '85), is a
senior account executive with
Dun & Bradstreet Information
Services.

LESLIE LINDSAY WILBOURN
(B.B.A.), an attorney at James
S. Cox & Associates, has
married Chad Alan Wilbourn.

'89 TIM DRIES (B.B.A.) is

'88 BHADRESH LALLUBHAI

LISA HATCHETT SPENCER
(B.A., M.S. '90) is a reporter for
The Weather Channel in
Atlanta.

E

JIM SISCO (B.B.A'.) and his
wife, Tammy, are parents of
Morgan Nicole Sisco, born
March 13, 1994. The family lives
in Mobile, Ala.

-'86 HUNTER L. PURNELL

KASPERBAUER (Ed.D.),
former chairman of aerospace
studies at The U ofM, is
division manager at Waddell
and Reed Financial Services in
Memphis. He is a member of
the board of d-irectors for
Goodwill Hornes, the University DR. LEONA DeMERE-DWYER
· (M.S.), a licensed funeral
Lions Club and the Air Force
director, embalmer and
Association. He is also a
psychotherapist,
has written
certified track and field
AIDS: Care of Healthcare
official.
Workers in the Work Place
and is working on a self-help
LT. MICHAEL M. MASLA
booklet on AIDS . She recently
(B.S.) has departed for a sixmonth Mediterranean deployreceived an award for outment aboard the aircraft carrier standing academic achievement from Kennedy-Western
USS George Washington.
University at an international alumni meeting in
Hawaii. She has 11 grandchildren.

DR. RICHARD C. ENGLAND
JR. (M .M., Ed.D. '85) has been
elected to a three-year term on
the Commission on Occupational Education Institutions of
the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools. The
principal of Jackson Christian
School, Dr. England has served .
as an adjunct faculty member
with The U ofM and FreedGregory A. Ton
Hardeman University. He
GREGORY A. TON (M.B.A.)
is married to BARBARA
ENGLAND (B.S.Ed. '87),
has been appointed vice
who teaches art at Jackson
president of logistics at
Schering-Plough HealthCare
Christian.
Products in Memphis.
J. RILEY KNIGHT JR. (B.B.A.)
is vice president of insurance
DR. ANDREW J. VINCHUR
(M.S., Ph .D. '86) has been
brokerage sales for RAJ
promoted to associate professor
Brokerage. He and his wife,
Jane, are parents of a
of psychology at Lafayette
daughter, Libby, and a newCollege in Easton, Pa.

0

Squadron 461 , 2nd Marine
Aircraft •Wing, at Marine Corps
Air Station New River in
Jacksonville, N.C.

JULIA DOGGETT WOODARD
CM.Ed.), a sixth-grade teacher
at MOS/Lauderdale
Elementary in Las Vegas, is
the second black elected to the
Nevada State Board of Education.

KEITH C. DENNEN (B.B.A.,
J .D. '87) and his wife, LEAH
MAY DENNEN (B.B .A., J.D.
'87), formerly associated with
the law firm of Baker,
Worthington, Crossley,
Stansberry & Woolf in Nashville, have joined Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs.

'83 DR. JAMES C.

E

CAROLINE BOWERSBIRCHMORE (B.N.) married
Mark Vaughn Birchmore Nov.
13, 1993, in Atlanta. Listed in
the 1993-94 edition of Who's
Who in American Nursing, she
is a family nurse practitioner
with the Atlanta Veteran's
Administration and is president and founder of Good
Health Inc.

project manager for Harrah's
Information Technology in
Memphis. He has held a variety
of management positions at The
Promus Companies Inc. and
FedEx. He and his wife, Angela ,
have three children.

'91

ANGELIA ATKINS
ALLEN (B.B.A.) is Community
RACHELS.ODLE IVERSEN
(B.S.) is restoration administra- Reinvestment Act coordinator
tive assistant for Cape Florida · for First Tennessee Natiopal
Corp. in Memphis.
State Recreation for Hurricane
Andr-ew restoration efforts in
LT. CHARLES W. GOLDEN
Key )3iscayne, Fla.
JR. (B.A.) and JULIA CHRISTY
JULIA HASTON WOOD (M.A. ) BURNS (B .B.A. '90) are parents
of Garreth Killian Golden, born
formerly a&sistant director of
Nov.
16, 1993. They live in Fort
media relations at The U of M,
Knox, Ky.
has been named director of
community relations at
Pallissippi State Technical
Community College in Knoxc
ville.

'90

DR. JODELLE F. DEEM (Ph .D.)
is on the faculty of communication disorders at the University
of Kentucky.

HERBERT L. BENTON
(B.B.A.) is senior programmer
at Smith & Nephew Richards
Inc. in Memphis.

JEFFRY W. GATLIN (B.S.M.E .)
is a mechanical° systems
designer for Shappley Design
Consultants Inc. in Memphis.
He also serves in the
Tennessee Air National
Guard as a mechanic on
C-141B aircraft. His wife,
MIMI KELSO GATLIN
(B.S.E.D. '92), is a teacher at
Raineshaven Elementary
School and also serves in the
Air National Guard part
time. The couple, who lives in
Olive Branch, Miss., had a
baby in July.

CHARLES M. HOWARD
(B.B .A.), an Air Force pilot, has
mqved to Jacksonville Air Force
Base in Little Rock, Ark. He
·and his wife, Lynne Fryholrn,
are parents of Kelsey Jordan
Howard, born July 19, 1993.

COLUMNS

_Angelia Atkins Allen

DR. DONYA BURROUGH
ROBERTSON (B .S.) has
graduated from the University
of Tennessee, Memphis College
of Medicine. She is' a family
medicine resident in El Dorado,
Ark., where she lives with her
husband, Dr. Jason Robertso·n.

.....

John Wesley Henson Ill

JOHN WESLEY HENSON Ill
(B.A.) has received a master's
degree in social work from the
Memphis branch of the
University of Tennessee,
Knoxville College of Social
Work.
ELISE S. MITCHELL (M.A.),
with The Prornus Companies
Inc. Hotel Division in Memphis,
has been named Professional of
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the Year by the Memphis
chapter of the Public Relations
Society of America. She is the
local PRSA president.

'92 DAVID H. CORNELIUS
(B.B.A.), Navy fireman, has
completed basic training at
Recruit Training Command in
Orlando, Fla.

Richelle Anntoinett Davis

RICHELLE ANNTOINETT
. DAVIS CB.A.) has been
promoted from weekend
reporter to weekday general
assignment reporter/anchor for
CBS' KTHV-TV (Channel 11)
in Little Rock, Ark. She is also
television hostess for The Lou
Rawls Parade of Stars
Telethon.

DANIEL THOMAS DOLAN
(B.A.), Navy ensign, was
recently designated a naval
flight officer while serving with
the Naval Air Training Unit at
Mather Air Force Base in
Sacramento, Calif.
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LAWRENCE FISHER (J.D. ), of
the law firm Kepner, Kepner
and Corba, has received an
LL.M degree from Georgetown
University Law Center. He
lives in Berwick, Pa.
DAVID HOWARD HOLMES
(B.B.A.) is a claims representative with Nationwide Insurance
Co. for the Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas and Kentucky
medical districts. He has
completed educational
requirements for a Tennessee
real estate license and plans to
pursue a master's degree in
management. -
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'93 ENSIGNS SCOTT A.

CARLSON (B.E.T.), BARRY C.
GENTRY (B .S.), DARRELL
McKINLEY JOHNSTON
(B.B.A.), SHAWN KERR
MANGRUM (B.S.M.),
PAMELA KAYE TROUTMAN
(B.B.A.) and JOHN F.
ZREMBSKI (B.P.S.) have been
commissioned with the Naval
Reserve Officers Training
Corps Unit at The U ofM.

1993.

SHARON WILSON
PETERSON (B.B.A.), operations manager for Merger &
Acquisition, married Kenneth
William Peterson June 4, 1994.
They live in Chicago.
STEVEN J. SKRETKOWICZ
(B.S.E.E.), a Navy ensign, has
graduated from the Submarine
Officer Basic Course at the
Naval Submarine School in
Groton, Conn.

LT. MATTHEW B. MULLINS
(M.B.A.) is participating in a
major fleet exercise in the
Western Atlantic Ocean aboard
the aircraft carrier USS George

HOMECOMING
PREGAME"BEARCAT
BARBECUE"

Washington.

KELLY AND:({EW RYAN CB.A.)
and MELISSA ANNE SMITH
(B.S. '89) were married May 7,
1994, at Holy Rosary Catholic
Church in Memphis.

Join fellow alumni
and Tiger fans at the
annual barbecue prior to
The U ofM-Cincinnati
Homecoming game Oct.
22 at the Mid-South
Fairgrounds Pipkin
Building, 4:30pm to
6:30pm. Enjoy live
entertainment and
delicious barbecue
(optional entree is
available). Tickets may
be purchased at the
Alumni Center: $7 for
adults and $4 for children 12 and younger. The
U of M cheerleaders, porn
pon squad, Pouncer and

JAMES ANDREW VARNAVAS
(M.S. ) and LISA EILEEN
SHERIDAN (B.S. '92) were
married Oct. 30, 1993. They
live in Memphis.

2nd LT. MARY MARGARET
KENYON (B.A.), who
graduated from Navy Marine
Corps Intelligence Training
Center in Dam Neck, Va., is
stationed at Camp Pendleton,
Calif.
PENNY LYN PELT OWENS
(B.B.A.) and her husband,
Les, are parents of Jacob
Turner Owens, born Nov. 12,

ENSIGN PATRICK M.
McDERMOTT (B.S.E.E.) has
completed the Basic Surface
Warfare Officer's Course.

AMY D. WORD (B.A.) is the
weekend weather reporter at
WHBQ-TV (Channel 13) in
Memphis.

Joanie Amlin Edwards

JOANIE AMLIN EDWARDS
CM.Ed.) has received the 5th
annual Symposium Award
from The U of M's extended
programs, where she presented her graduate research
paper, "Dealing with Mathematics Curriculum: A Trend
Toward Incorporating the
Writing Process to Enhance
Understanding." Edwards is
head of the mathematics
department at Haywood Jr.
High in Brownsville, Tenn.
She is married to RICHARD
D. EDWARDS SR.

The U of M Alumni Association
would like to hear from you.
Tell us where you work and
about any honors you may have
received. Let us know if you've
gotten married or have a new
baby. If you've moved, give us
your new address so we can
update our records and you can
continue receiving The University of Memphis magazine and
other mailings. Also, send a
photograph for the "People"
section, and we will publish it if
space allows. Just fill out the
form below.

(B.S. '67).

ALUMNI/FAN

We Want to Hear From You...
: D P lease send m e a complim en tar y Alumni Association □ ca r window d ecal
1

I D Please conta ct me about

1

D bumper sticker.

:

□ U of M Club □ Constitue nt Chapter ------,-,,----,-.,,..,--,....,..,..,------

D Please send the information r equested.
D Address Change
□ N a m e Ch a nge

□ N ews Item for "P eople"

□

Name of Club/Chapter
Birth Information

I

I
I N a m e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ SS# _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Ye a r/D egree _ _ _ _ _
I Addre ss _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
I City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ Sta t e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Z i p _ _ _ _ _ _

I
I
I
I
I

: N ews/Request : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

:

1

1------------------------- I
1
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -I
I If youreceive more than one copy of The University of Memphis Magazine, p lease contact the Alumni Center to verify mailing
information. If you have friends wh o would like to receive the p ublication, ask them to call the Alumni Cen ter. News items and I
I ph otograph s a re welcome, but we cann ot be responsible for return of unsolicited materials. All verifiable information received on I
I g raduates is printed in the order it is received a nd as space permits. Photographs will be used at the discretion of the editor. Mail I
l.:_o: A lu mni A ssociation • The University of Me mp his • Memphis, TN 38152 • Ph one 901 I 678-2586 • FAX 901 / 678-5215.

--------------------------------------
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EXPRESS BUS TRIP
Sponsored by NAA and
The Highland Hundred
Nov. 5 to Oxford:
The U ofM vs.
Ole Miss
Ride the bus and avoid
the fuss as the Tigers
pounce into Rebel country. Cost per person is
$30 and includes souvenir stadium cup, porn
pon, boxed lunch and bus
ride (based on a minimum of 35 per bus).
Game tickets are not
included. Limited seating
is available.

Sept. 17 • The U ofM vs.
So. Miss. • Hattiesburg,
Miss. • Cabot Lodge (10
min. from stadium) • $48
plus tax • Or Holiday
Inn Hattiesburg (10 min.
from stadium) • $52 •
Reservation deadline:
Sept. 1.

Nov. 12 • The U of M vs.
UT • Knoxville • Hilton
Hotel-Downtown (20
min. walk to stadium) •
$115 • Reservation
deadline: Sept. 26 • Or
Radisson Hotel-Downtown (20 min. walk to
stadium) • $90 • Reservation deadline: Oct. 12
• Or Grand Hotel (45
min. from Knoxville; city
shuttle available to
game, $10 per person.
Call 901/678-2586 to .
reserve. a space) • Twonight stay $65.77; onenight stay $69.77 •
Reservation deadline:
Oct. 12.

Oct. 29 • The U of M vs.
Louisville • Louisville,
Ky. • Executive Inn-West
• $56 • Reservl!tion
deadline: Oct. 15.

* Note: Reservation cards for
Headquarters Hotels are
available at the Alumni
Center and must be used to
receive discounted rates.
Call 901 I 678-2586 for rates

HEADQUARTERS
HOTELS

1,----------------------------- · --------7

Mr. and Ms. University
of Memphis will be on
hand for a Tiger Roar
pep rally.

Sept. 10·• The U of M vs.
Tulsa • Tulsa, Okla. •
Ramada Hotel (3 min.
from stadium) • $55 •
Reservation deadline:
Aug. 17.

T H E

C OLUMNS

Association Offers
University Blazers
The University of
Memphis Alumni Association in conjunction
with Alumni Wear is
offering alumni the
opportunity to purchase
official U of M custom
blazers.
Alumni Wear, which
offers official~y licensed
collegiate products, is
the premier provider
of custom blazers for
colleges and universities
in America. Their motto,
"Show Your True Colors,"
emphasizes their
commitment to provide
quality men's and
women's blazers that
exactly match official
university colors.
The garments will be
made by the Sewell

Company, the largest
supplier of private label
suits in the United States.
They have supplied
blazers for other universities around the nation as
well as the Miami Dolphil].S football team.
The U of M blazers will
be blue and gray and will
feature the University seal
embroidered over the left
breast pocket. The material will be 55 percent
polyester and 45 percent
wool blend.
The cost for these
jackets is $219, a portion
of which will benefit the
Alumni Association.
Credit card orders are
accepted. All orders will be
shipped by UPS four to six
weeks from the time the
order is
received.
Call
the
Football Schedule
Alumni
Association
Sept. 3
Mississippi State Memphis
at 901/678Sept. 10
@ Tulsa
Tulsa
Sept. 17
@So.Miss.
Hattiesburg 2586 for
order forms,
Sept. 24
Arkansas
Memphis
Oct. 8
or call
Tulane
Memphis
Oct. 15
Arkansas State
Memphis
Alumni
Oct. 22
Cincinnati
Memphis
Wear at 615/
Oct. 29
@ Louisville
Louisville
947-1974
Nov. 5
@Ole-Miss
Oxford
for more
Nov. 12
@Tennessee
Knoxville
information.
Nov. 19
East Carolina
Memphis

1994-95
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Alumni
(listed alphabetically by
graduation dates)

Ellen Davies-Rodgers Dies at Age 90

1910-30s
M. Ruth Stanfield (Dip. '18)
May 27, 1994.
Roxie G. Ga ulding (B.S. '23)
Ma rch 12, 1994.
J . Merwyn McQuiston (B.S. '33)
J an. 23, 1994.
Ellen Yarbrough (B.S. '34)
Jan. 26, 1994.
Nelle W. Nelson (B.S. '35)
March 31, 1994.
Leslie A. Nicholson (LL.B. '36)
Feb. 20, 1994.
W. Brya n Robinson (B.S. '39)
May 19, 1994.

1940s-50s
Carley W. Orick (M.A. '53)
Jun e 8, 1994.
Dr. Kenneth Wayne Mathis
(B.S. '57 , M.Ed. '67)
April 2, 1994.
J ennie M. Thomas (M.A. '57)
Jan . 5, 1994.

1960s-70s
William Farrimond (M.A. '62,
M.S. '68) April 8, 1994.
Barnet G. Hall Jr. (M.A. '62)
June 6, 1994.
Dorothy B. McMaster (B.S. '62,
M.A. '64) June 6, 1994.
Steve n L. Billha rz (B.B.A. '79).
Russell A. Jones (B.S. '79)
April 15, 1994.

1980s-90s
Marion Roberson Lashley (B.N.
'81) June 4, 1994.
Virginia H . McAskill (B.N. '84,
M.P .A. '89) March 10, 1994.

Friends

Ellen Davies-Rodgers

Ellen Davies-Rodgers,
Shelby County historian,
writer, educator, philanthropist and graduate of
The University of Memphis, died March 17,
1994. She was 90 years
old.
Davies-Rodgers was
the quintessential
Southern lady who lived
almost her entire life at
the 2,500-acre Davies
Plantation in the
Brunswick community
west of Lakeland. She
was born Nov. 13, 1903,
in The Oaks, a white
frame house that originally served as the
commissary for Davies
Manor. Davies Manor,
the family home, was
built sometime before
1807 and is considered
the oldest home in
Shelby County. The Oaks

was moved to
its present
location on
Davies Plantation around
1894.
DaviesRodgers received a diploma
from The University of
Memphis in
1923 when it
was the West
Tennessee State
Normal School.
She also received a Bachelor of Science
degree from George
Peabody College in
Nashville in 1924 and a
Master of Arts degree
from Columbia University in New York in 1927.
From 1928-29, she was
principal of Arlington
High School, and from
1929 to 1938, she was
a professor of education
at The University of
Memphis. She served as
state ~upervisor of
elementary education in
West Tennessee in the
late 1930s and was
principal of Lausanne
Collegiate School in
1954. She later went on
to become a member of
the Shelby County Board
of Education and a
director of the Tennessee School Boards
Association.
Davies-Rodgers was a

legendary civic and
political leader in the
Shelby County community. She designed
the county flag and
did much to preserve
the area's history. She
was named county
historian in 1965 and
wrote 10 books, most
about church or local
history.
In 1974 she donated
10 acres ofland to the
Episcopal Diocese of
West Tennessee. On it
she built St. Philip
Episcopal Church and
donated land for a
future school there.
Over the years, she
gave more than
$100,000 to The University of Memphis and was
the first woman to serve
as president of the
National Alumni Association.
Davies-Rodgers
served many social and
historical groups,
including the Zachariah Davies chapter of
the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
This group hosted
Davies-Rodgers' 90th
birthday party just
four months prior to
her death. At the party,
she was presented a
certificate naming her
honorary mayor of
Bartlett. More than
500 people attended
the event.

Ch a rl es L. McWa ters
June 5, 1994.
A. Maceo Walker Jµn e 9, 1994.
Dr. H. Glenn Williams
April 23 , 1994.

The University of Memphis Alumni Association would lik e to express sympathy to the families and
fri ends of these individuals.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
Diploma Reorder Form

The University of Memphis alumni may
now order diplomas with the University's new name.

Date of Request:

No. of Copies: _ _ _ _ _ __

Date Order Sent: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Amount Paid: _ _ _ _ _ __

The diploma is 11" x 14"-larger than
the previous document-and will duplicate your original diploma but will bear
current signatures.* To cover the
University's expenses for verification,
printing and shipping, a $20 fee is
necessary. Any excess funds will be
added to a scholarship endowment.

Name of Graduate: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Name of Graduate as Printed on Diploma (if different than above):

Mailing Address:~' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SSN: _ _ _ _ _ __ Telephone: (

To order your diploma, simply fill out
the form and mail to the Commencement
Office, 377 Administration Building,
Memphis, TN 38152. Also include a $20
check made payable to The University of
Memphis. If you wish to expedite your
order, please send a copy of your original I
diploma (do not send the original) with I
your order. This will aid in the verifica- I
II
tion of your request. Please allow 6-8
weeks to receive your diploma after your I
order is placed with the printer.
I

) _ _ _ _ __

College: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Major: _______________________
Certified Date of Graduation: -----,-,M,....on-.th-------;,o,-a-y----.y,;--;-e-:--arHonors: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (Office Use Only)
Holds·· - - - - - - - Certified: Yes - - - No - - Change of Name Verified by Registrar: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Duplicate: _ __
Special In structions : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I
FOR MORE INFORMATION, I
Pick Up : _ _ _ _ Received by: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
I
Signature
Date
CALL 901/678-2114
1

* The size of the Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law diplomas will remain 14 " x 17"

1

Verified by : _ __
Ordered by: _ _ _ __J

L ________________________ .

Co-sponsored by The University of Memphis Alumni Assoctatwn
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DNISION OF UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY RELATIONS
The University of Memphis
Memphis, Tennessee 38152

Second Class
Postage
Paid at
Memphis,
Tennessee

Address Correction Requested

Workmen affix the University's new name to the sign at Patterson and Alumni Avenue preceding the July 1 name
change celebration. "The change in name indicates a successful past and a promising future," President Lane
Rawlins said during the celebration. "The rechristening that takes place today ... is a validation that the work of the
thousands of faculty and administrators over the past 82 years has been successful, and the fondest dreams of those
who planned and worked for a major university in this region and city are being realized." (Photo by Tom Wofford)

The University of Memphis
A Tennessee Board of Regents Institution
The University of Memphis is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action University. It is committed to education of a non-raciall y identifiable student body.
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